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EAD ER, this following Account 

of the People called Qyakers, &c. 

was writ in the Fear and Love of Gop: 
Firſt, as a ſtanding Teſtimony to that 
ever bleſſed Truth, in the inward Parts, 
with which Gop, in my youthful Time, 
viſited my Soul, and for the Senſe and 
Love of which I was made willing, in 
no ordinary Way, to relinquiſh the 
Honours and Intereſts of the World. 
Secondly, asa Teſtimony for that deſpiſed 
People, that Gop has in His great Mercy 
gathered and united by His own blei- 
{ſed Spirit in the holy Profeſſion of it; 
whoſe Fellowſhip J value above all 
A 2 worldly 
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worldly Greatneſs. Thirdly, in Love 
and Honour to the Memory of that 
worthy Servant of Gop, George Fox, the 
firſt Inſtrument thereof, and therefore 
ſtiled by me, The great and bleſſed Apoſtle 
of our Day. As this gave Birth to what 
is here preſented to thy View, in the 
firſt Edition of it, by way of Preface to 
George Fox's excellent Journal; ſo the 
Contideration of the preſent Uſefulneſs 
of the following Account of the People 
called Quakers, by Reaſon of the unjuſt 
Reflections of ſome Adverſaries that 
once walked under the Profeſſion of 
Friends, and the Exhortations that con- 
clude it, prevailed with me to conſent 
that it ſhould be republiſhed in a ſmaller 
Volume ; knowing alſo full well that 
great Books, eſpecially in theſe Days, 
grow burthenſome, both to the Pockets 
and Minds of too many ; and that there 
are not a few that defire, ſo it be at an 
ealy Rate, to be informed about this 
People, that have been ſo much every 
where ſpoken againſt: But, bleſſed be 
the Gop and FATHER of our LoRD 
Jesus CHRIsT, it is upon no worſe 


Grounds than it was ſaid of old Time, 
of 
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of the primitive Chri/tzans ; as I hope 
will appear to every ſober and conſider- 
ate Reader. Our Buſineſs, after all the 
ill Uſage we have met with, being the 
Realitiesof Religion, aneffectual Change 
before our laſt and great Change: That 
all may come to an inward, ſenſible and 
experimental Knowledge of God, thro' 
the Convictions and Operations of the 
Light and-Spirit of CHRISTH in them- 
ſelves; the ſufficient and bleſſed Means 
given to all, that thereby all may come 
ſavingly to know the only true Gop, 
and JEsus CHRIsT whom He hath 
| ſent to enlighten and redeem the World: 
Which Knowledge is indeed eternal 
Life. And that thou, Reader, mayſt 
obtain it, is the earneſt Defire of him 
that is ever 


Tine in ſo good a Work, 


WILLIAM PENN. 
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ACCOUNT, &. 


. 


Containing a brief Account of divers Dil- 

penſations of Gop in the World, to 

the Time He was pleaſed to raiſe this 
deſpiſed People, called QUAKERS. 


IVERS have been the Diſpen- 

ſations of God ſince the Crea- 
tioa of the World unto the Sons of 
Men ; but the great End of all of 
them, has been the Renown of His own 
excellent Name in the Creation and Reſto- 
ration of Man: Man, the Emblem of 
Hlimſelf, as a Gop on Earth, and the 


Glory of all His Works. The World 


began with Innocency : All was then 
goggd that the good Gop had made: 
And 


2 The Rite and Progreſs 
And as He bleſſed the Works of His . 


Hands, ſo their Natures and Harmony 
magnified Him their CREATOR. Then 
the Morning Stars ſang together for Joy, 
and all Parts of His Works ſaid Amen 
to His Law, Not a Jar in the whole 
Frame; but Man in Paradiſe, the Beaſts 
in the Field, the Fowl in the Air, the 
Fiſh in the Sea, the Lights in the Hea- 
vens, the Fruits of the Earth ; yea, the 
Air, the Earth, the Water and Fire 
worſhipped, praiſed and exalted His 
Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs. O holy 
Sabbath, O holy Day to the Lox ! 


But this happy State laſted not long: 
For Man, the Crown and Glory of the | 
whole, being tempted to aſpire above his 0 \ 
Place, unhappily yielded againſt Com 4 
mand and Duty, as well as Intereſt and 
Felicity, and ſo fell below it; loſt tha 
divine Image, he Wiſdom, Power and 
Purity he was made in: By which, be- 


ing no longer fit for Paradiſe, he was ; 
expelled that Garden of Gop, his proper 
Dwelling and Reſidence, and was driven 


out, as a pœor Vagabond, from the Pre-,/ 
ſence 
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. ſence of the LoRD, to wander in the 
| Earth, the Habitation of Beaſts. 


Yet Gop that made him had Pity on 
him ; for He ſeeing Man was deceived, 
and that it was not of Malice, or an 
original Preſumption in him, but through 
the Subtilty of the Serpent, who had 
firſt fallen from his own State, and by 
the Mediation of the Woman, Man's 
own Nature and Companion, whom the 
Serpent had firſt deluded, in His infinite 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom found out a Way 
to repair the Breach, recover the Loſs, 
and reſtore fallen Man again by a ober 
and more excellent Adam, promiſed to be 
born of a Woman ; that as by Means 
of a Woman the evil One had prevailed 
upon Man, by a Woman alſo He ſhould 
come into the World, who would pre- 
vail againſt him and bruiſe his Head, 
and deliver Man from his Power : And 
which, in a ſignal Manner, by the Diſ- 
penſation of the Son of Gop in the 
; Fleſh, in the Fulneſs of Time was per- 
; ſonally and fully accompliſhed by Him, 

and in Him, as Man's Saviour and 

REDEEMER. 


Bat 
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But his Power was not limited, in 
the Manifeſtation of it, to that Time; 
for both before and ſince His bleſſed 
Manifeitation in the Fleſh, He has 
been the Light and Life, the Rock and 
Strength of all that ever feared Gop : 
Was preſent with them in their Tempt- 
ations, followed them in their Travels 
and Afflictions, and ſupported and car- 
ried them through and over the Diffi- 
culties that have attended them in their 
earthly Pilgrimage. By this, Abel's Heart 
excelled Cain's, and Seth obtained the 
Preheminence, and Enoch walked with 
Gop. It was this that ſtrove with the 
old World, and which they rebelled 
againſt, and which ſanctified and in- 
ſtructed Noah to Salvation. 


But the outward Diſpenſation that 
followed the benighted State of Man, 
after his Fall, eſpecially among the Pa- 
triarchs, was generally that of Angels; 
as the Scriptures of the old Teſtament 
do in many Places expreſs, as to Abra- 
ham, Jacob, &c, The next was that of 
the Law by Moſes, which was alſo de- 
livered by Angels, as the Apoſtle tells us. 

This 
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This Diſpenſation was much outward, 
and ſuited to a low and ſervile State; 
called therefore by the Apoſtle Pau, 
that of a School- Maſter, which was to 
point out and prepare that People to 
look and long for the Mess1an, who 
would deliver them from the Servitude 
of a ceremonious and imperfect Diſpen- 
ſation, by knowing the Realities of thoſe 
myſterious Repreſentations in them- 
ſelves. In this Time the Law was 
writien on Stone, the Temple built 
with Hands, attended with an outward 
Prieſthood and external Rites and Cere- 
monies, that were Shadows of the good 
Things that were to come, and were only 
to ſerve till the Seed ca or the more 
excellent and general Vis 


Yea and Amen, even L 15 — Dear 5 


Immortality and Eternal Life. 


This the Prophets foreſaw, and com- 
{orted the believing Jes in the Cer- 
tainty of it; which was the Top of the 
Maſaical Diſpenſation, and which ended 


. John's Miniſtry, the Fore-runner of 


the 
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the MEss1An; as John's was finiſhed in 
Him, the Fulneſs of all. And then Gop, 
that at ſundry Times, and in divers 
Manners, had ſpoken to the Fathers by 
His Servants the Prophets, ſpoke to Men 
by His Son CHRIST JEsvus, who zs Heir 
of all Things ; being the Goſpel-Day, 
which is the Diſpenſation of Son- pip; 
bringing in thereby a nearer Teſtament, 
and a better Hope ; even the Beginning 
of the Glory of the latter Days, and of 
the Reſtitution of all Things ; yea, the 
Reſtoration of the Kingdom unto Iſrael. 


Now the Spirit that was more ſparing- 
ly communicated in former Diſpenſa- 
tions, began to be poured forth upon all 
Fleſh, according to the Prophet Joel; 
and the Light that ſhinedin Darkneſs; or 
but dimly before, the moſt gracious Gop 
cauſed to ſhine out of Darkneſs, and the 
Day-ſtar began to riſe in the Hearts of 
Believers, giving unto them the Know- 
ledge of Gor in the Face, or Appear- 
ance, of His Son CHRIST JEsvs. 


Now the poor in Spirit, the Meet, 
the true Mourners, the Hungry and 


Thir/ty 
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Thirſty after Righteouſneſs, the Peace- 
makers, the Pure in Heart, the Merc:- 


ful and Perſecuted, came more eſpecially 


in Remembrance before the Lok D, and 
were ſought out and bleſſed by 1/rael's 
true Shepherd. Old Ferujalem with her 
Children grew out of Date, and the 
New Feruſalem into Requeſt, the Mo- 
ther of the Sons of the Goſpel-Day. 
Wherefore no more at Old Feruſalem, 
nor at the Mountain of Samaria, will 
Gop be worſhipped above other Pla- 
ces ; for, behold, He is, by His own 
Son, declared and preached a Spirit, 
and that He will be known as ſuch, and 
worſhipped in the Spirit and in the 
Truth. He will now come nearer than 
of old Time, and He vill write His Law 
in the Heart, and put His Fear and Spi- 
rit in the inward Parts, according to 
His Promiſe. Then S:gns, Types and 
Shadows flew away, the Day having 
diſcovered their Inſufficiency in not 
reaching to the Inſide of the Cup, to the 
Cleaning of the Conſcience; and all 
Elementary Services were expired in 
and by Him that is the Subſtance of all. 


And 
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And to this great and bleſſed End of 
the Diſpenſation of the Son of Gop, did 
the Apoſtles teſtify, whom He had cho- 
ſen and anointed by his Spirit, to turn 
the Jews from their Prejudice and Su- 
perſtition, and the Gentiles from their 
Vanity and Idolatry, to CuRI1sT's Light 
and Spirit that ſhined in them; that 
they might be quickened from the Sins 
and Treſpaſſes in which they were dead, 
to ſerve the living Gop, in the Newneſs 
of the Spirit of Life, and walk as Chil- 
dren of the Light, and of the Day, even 
the Day of Holineſs : For ſuch put on 
CHRIsT, the Light of the World, and 
make no more Proviſion for the Fleſh, to 
fulfil the Luſts thereof. So that the Light, 
Spirit and Grace, that come by CHRIST, 
and appear in Man, were that un 
Principle the Apoſtles miniſtered from, 
and turned Peoples Minds unto, and in 
which they gathered and built up the 
Church of CHRIST in their Day. For 
which Cauſe, they adviſe them et 79 


quench the Spirit, but to wart for the - 


Spirit, and Jpeak by the Spirit, and pray 
by the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit too, 
as that which approved them the truly 

begotten 
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begotten Children of God, born not of 
Fleſh and Blood, or of the Will of Man, 
hut of the Will of Gop ; by doing His 
Will, and denying their own ; by 
drinking of CuR1sT's Cup, and being 
baptized with His Baptiſin of Self-denial; 
the Way and Path that all the Heirs of 
Life have ever trod to Bleſſedneſs. 

But alas! even in the Apoſtles Days, 
thoſe bright Stars of the firſt Magnitude 
of the Goſpel Light, ſome Clouds, for- 
telling an Eclipſe of this primitive Glo- 
ry, began to appear, and ſeveral of them 
gave early Caution of it to the CHiſtians 
of their Tine, that even then there 
was, und yet would be more and more, 
a falling away from the Power of God- 
lineſs, and the Purity of that ſpiritual 
Diſpenſation, by ſuch as ſought to make 
a fair Shew in the Fleſh, but with whom 
the Offence of the Croſs ceaſed. Yet 
with this comfortable Concluſion, that 
they ſaw beyond it a more glorious 
Time than ever to the true Church. 
Their Sight was true, and what they 
foretold to the Churches, gathered by 
them in the Name and Power of IEsus, 
came to paſs: For Chri/tians degenerated 


a pace 
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apace into Ouſſides, as Days and Meats, 
and divers other Ceremonies. And 
which was worſe, they fell into Strife 
and Contention about them; ſeparating 
one from another, then envyng, and, as 
they had Power, perſecuting one another, 
to the Shame and Scandal of their com- 
mon Chri/tianity, and grievous. Stum- 
bling and Offence of the Heathen ; a- 
mong whom the LorD had ſo long and 
ſo marvelouſly preſerved them. And 
having got at laſt the worldly Power 
into their Hands, by Kings and Em- 
perors embracing the Chri/tian Profeſ- 
ſion, they changed, what they could, 
the Kingdom of CuR1sT, which 7s not 
of this World, into a worldly King- 
dom; or at leaſt ſtiled the worldly 
Kingdom, that was in their Hands, the 
Kingdom of CHRIST, and ſo they be- 
came worldly, and not true Chri/tions. 
Then human Inventions and Noveltzes, 
both in Doctrine and Worſhip, crouded 
faſt into the Church ; a Door opened 
thereunto, by the Groſneſs and Car- 
nality that appeared then among the 
generality of Chri/tians, who had long 
fince left the Guidance of Gop's meek 
and 
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and heavenly Spirit, and given them- 
ſelves up to Superſtition, Will-worſhip, 
and voluntary Humility. And as Super- 
ſtition is blind, ſo it is heady and furious, 
for all muſt ſtoop to its blind and bound- 
leſs Zeal, or perith by it: In the Name 
of the Spirit, perſecuting the very Ap- 
pearance of the Spirit of Gop in others, 
and oppoting that in others, which they 
reſiſted in thenelves, viz. the Light, 
Grace and Spirit of the LORD JESus 
CHRIST ; but always under the Notion 
of Innovation, Hereſy, Schiſm, or ſome 
ſuch plauſible Name. Though CHriſti- 
anity allows of no Name, or Pretence 
whatever, for perſecuting of any Man 
for Matters of meer Religion, being in 
its very Nature meek, gentle and for- 
bearing ; and conſiſts of Faith, Hope 
and Charity, which no Perſecutor can 
have, whilſt he remains a Perſecutor ; 
in that a Man cannot believe well, or 
hope well, or have a charitable or ten- 
der Regard to another, whilſt he would 
violate his Mind, or perſecute his Body, 


for Matters of Faith or Worſhip to— 
wards his GopD. 


Thus 
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Thus the falſe Church ſprang up, and 
mounted the Charr But though ſhe 
loſt her Nature, ſhe would needs keep 
her good Name of the Lamb's Bride, 
the true Church, and Mother of the 
Faithful : Conſtraining all to receive 
her Mark, either in their Forehead, or 
Right Hand; that is, publickly, or pri- 
vately. But indeed and in Truth ſhe 
was Myſtery Babylon, the Mother of 
Harlots, Mother of thoſe that, with all 
their Show and Ourjide of Religion, were 
adulterated and gone from the Hpirit, 
Nature and Life of CHR1sT, and grown 
vain, worldly, ambitious, covetous, cruel, 
&c. which are the Fruits of the Fleſh, 
and not of the Spirit. 


Now it was, that the 7rue Church 
fled into the W/derneſs, that is, from 
Superſtition and Violence, to a retired, 
ſolitary and lonely State; hidden, and as 
it were, out of Sight of Men, though not 
out of the World. Which ſhows that 
her wonted Viſibility was not eſſential to 
the being of a true Church in the Judg- 
ment of the HoLy GHOST; e being as 


true a Church in the Wilderneſs, though 
0 


Of the People called Quakers. 13 


not as viſible and luſtrious, as when ſhe 
was in her former Splendor of Profeſſion. 
In this State, many Attempts ſhe made 
to return, but the Waters were yet too 
high, and her Way blocked up, and 
many of her excellent Children, in ſe- 
veral Nations and Centuries, fell by the 
Cruelty of Superſtition, becauſe they 


would not fall from their Faithfulneſs 
to the Truth. 


The laſt Age did ſet ſome Steps to- 
wards it, both as to Doctrine, Worſhip 
and Pradlice. But Practice quickly fail- 
ed; for Wickedneſs flowed in a little 
8 as well among the Prafeſſars of 
the Reformation, as thoſe they reformed 
from; ſo that by the Fruits of Conver- 
ſation they were not to be diſtinguiſhed, 
And the Children of the Reformers, if 
not the Reformers themſelves, betook 
themſelves, very early, to Earthly Policy 
and Power, to uphold and carry on their 
Reiormation that had been begun with 
ſpiritual Weapons ; which I have often 
thought, has been one of the greateſt 
Reaſons the Reformation made no better 


Progrels, as to the Life and Soul of Re- 
ligion, 
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ligion. For whilſt the Reformers were 
lowly and ſpiritually- minded, and truſt- 
ed 1n Gop, and looked to Him, and 
lived in His Fear, and conſulted not 
with Fleſh and Blood, nor ſought De- 
liverance in their own Way, there were 
daily added to the Church ſuch as, one 
might reaſonably ſay, ſhould be ſaved: 
For they were not ſo careful to be ſafe 
from Perſecution, as to be faithful and 
inoffenſive under it : Being more con- 
cerned to ſpread the Truth by their 
Faith and Patience in Tribulation, than 
to get the worldly Power out of their 
Hands that inflicted thoſe Sufferings 
upon them : And it will be well if the 
Lokp ſuffer them not to fall, by the 
very ſame Way they took to ſtand. 


In Doctrine they were in ſome Things 
ſhort; in other Things, to avoid one 
Extream, they ran into another: And 
for Worſhip, there was for the generality, 
more of Man in it than of Gop. They 
owned the Spirit, Inſpiration and Reve- 
lation indeed, and grounded their Sepa- 
ration and Reformation upon the Senſe 
and Underſtanding they received from 

it, 
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it, in the reading of the Scriptures of 
Truth. And this was their Plea; the 
Scripture is the Text, the Spirit the In- 
terpreter, and that to every one for him- 
elf. But yet there was too much of 
human Invention, Tradition and Art 
that remained both in praying and 
preaching ; and of worldly Authority, 
and worldly Greatneſs in their Mini— 
ſters ; eſpecially in this Kingdom, $Se- 
den, Denmark, and ſome Parts of Ger- 
many. Go was therefore pleaſed in 
England to ſhift us from Veſſel to Veſ- 
ſel: And the next Remove humbled the 
Miniſtry, ſo that they were more ſtrict 
in preaching, devout in praying, and 
zealous for keeping the Lokp's Day, 
and catechizing of Children and Ser- 
vants, and repeating at home in their 
Families, what they had heard in pub— 
lick. But even as theſe grew into 
Power, they were not only for whipping 
ſome out, but others into the Temple: 
And they appeared rigid in ibein Spirits, 
rather than ſevere in their Lives, and 
more for a Party than for Piety : Which 
brought forth another People, that were 
yet more retired and ſelect. 


B They 
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They would not communicate at large, 
Or 11 common with others ; but form- 
ed Churches among themſclves of ſuch 
as could give ſome Account of their 
Converſion, at leaſt, of very promiſing 
Experiences of the Work of God's 
Grace upon their Hearts; and under 
mutual 1 and Covenants of 
Fellowſhip, they kept together. Theſe 
People were ſomewhat of a ſofter Tem- 
per, and ſeemed to recommend Reli- 
gion by the Charms of its Love, Mercy 
and Goodnels, rather than by the Ter- 
rors of its Judgments and Puniſhments ; 
by which the former Party would have 
awed People into Religion. 


They alſo allowed greater Liberty to 
prophecy than thoſe before them ; for 
they admitted any Member to ſpeak or 
pray, as well as their Paſtor, whom they 
always choſe, and not the civil Magi- 
ſtrate. If ſuch ſound any Thing preſ- 
ling upon them 70 either Duty, even 
without the Diſtinftion of Clergy or 
Laity, Perſons of any Trade had their 
Liberty, be it never ſo low and me- 
chanical. But alas ! even theſe People 


ſuffered 
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ſuffered great Loſs: For taſting of 
worldly Empire, and the Favour of 
Princes, and the Gain that enſued, they 
degenerated but too much. For though 
they had cried down National Churches 
and Miniſtry, and Maintenance too, ſome 
of them, when it was their own Turn 
to be tried, fell under the Weight of 
worldly Honour and Advantage, got 
into profitable Parſonages too much, 
and outlived and contradicted their own 
Principles: And, which was yet worſe, 
turned, ſome of them, av/o/ute Perſe- 
cutors of other Men for God's Sake, that 
but ſo lately came themſelves out of the 
Furnace; which drove many a Step 
farther, and that was into the Water: 
Another Baptiſm, as believing they were 
not /cripturally baptized; and hoping to 
find that Preſence and Power of Gop, 
in ſubmitting to this watry Ordinance, 
which they deſired and wanted 


Theſe People alſo made Profeſſion of 
neglecting, if not renouncing and cenſur- 
ing, not only the Necęſſity, but Uſe of 
all human Learning, as to the Miniftry ; 
and all other Qualifications to it, beſides 

B 2 the 


18 The Riſe and Progreſs 
the Helps and Gifts of the Spirit of 


Gop, and thoſe natural and common 
to Men. And for a Time they ſeemed 
like John of old, a burning and a ſhining 
Light to other Societies. 


They were very diligent, plain and 
ſerious; ſtrong in Scripture, and bold 
in Profeſſion ; bearing much Reproach 
and Contradiction. But that which 
others fell by, proved their Snare. For 
worldly Power ſpoiled them too; who 
had enough of it to try them what they 
would do it they had more: And they 
reſted alſo too much upon their watry 
Diſpenſation, inſtead of paſſing on more 
fully to that of the Fire and Holy Gho/t, 
which was Hs Baptiſm, who came with 
a Fan in His Hand, that He might 
throughly, and not in Part only, purge 
His Floor, and take away the Droſs and 
the Tin of His People, and make a Man 
finer than Gold. Withal, they grew high, 
rough, and ſelf-righteous; oppoſing far- 
ther Attainment: Too much forgetting 
the Day of their Infancy and Littleneſs, 
which gave them ſomething of a real 
Beauty; inſomuch that many left them, 

and 
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and all viſible Churches and Societies» 
and wandered up and down, as Sheep 
without a Shepherd, and as Doves with- 
out their Mates ; ſeeking their Beloved, 
but could not find Him, as their Souls 
deſired to know Him, whom their Souls 


loved above their chrefeft Foy. 


Theſe People were called Seekers by 
ſome, and the Family of Love by others; 
becauſe, as they came to the Knowledge 
of one another, they ſometimes met to- 
gether, not formally to pray or preach at 
appointed Times or Places, in their own 
Wills, as in Times paſt they were ac- 
cuſtomed to do; but waited together in 
Silence; and as any Thing roſe in any 
one of their Minds, that they thought 
ſavoured of a divine Spring, they ſome- 
times ſpoke. But ſo it was, that ſome 
of them not keeping in Humility and 
in the Fear of Gop, after the Abun- 
dance of Revelation, were exalted above 
Meaſure ; and for want of ſtaying their 
Minds in an humble Dependance upon 
Him that opened their Underſtandings, 
to ſce great Things in His Law, they ran 
out in their own Imaginations, and 
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cuſtomed to do; but waited together in 
Silence; and as any Thing roſe in any 
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of them not keeping in Humility and 
in the Fear of Gop, after the Abun- 
dance of Revelation, were exalted above 
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to ſce great Things in His Law, they ran 
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mixing them with thoſe divine Open- 
ings, brought forth a monſtrous Birth, 
to the Scandal of thoſe that feared Gop 
and waited daily in the Temple, not 
made with Hands, for the Confolation 
of 1/rael; the Jew inward, and Cir- 


cunicifion i in Spirit, 


This People obtained the Name of 
Ranters, from their extravagant Diſ- 
courles and Practices. For they inter- 
preted CHRIST's fulfilling of the Law 
for us, to be a diſcharging of us from 
any Obligation and Duty the Law re- 
quired of us, inſtead of the Condemna- 
tion of the Law for Sins paſt, upon 
Faith and Repentance: And that now 
it was no Sin to do that which before 
it was a Sin to commit; the ſlavich Fear 
of the Law being iaken off by CHRIST, 
and all Things good that Man did, if 
he did but do them with the Mind and 
Perſuaſion that it was ſo. Inſomuch that 
divers fell into groſs and enormous Prac- 
tices; pretending in Excuſe thereof, that 
they could, without Evil, commit the 
ſame Act which was Sz in another to 
do; thereby diſtinguiſhing between the 

Action 
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Action and the Evil of it, by the Di- 
rection of the Mind, and Intention in 
the doing of it. Which was to make 
Sin ſuper-abound by the Aboundings of 
Grace, and to turn from the Grace of 
Gop into Wantonnels, a ſecurer Way 
of ſinning than before: As if CHRIST 
came not to ſave us from our Sins, but 
in our Sins ; not to take away Sin, but 
that we might ſin more freely at His 
Coſt, and with leſs Danger to curfelves. 
I fay, this enſnared divers, and brought 
them to an utter and lamentable Loſs as 
to their eternal State; and they grew 
very troubleſome to the Setter Sort of 
People, and furniſhed the looſer with an 
Occaſion to prophane. 


CH 4F. 


22 The Riſe and Progreſs 


CH AE 


Of the Riſe of this PEOPLE, their 
fundamental Principle, and Doctrine, 
and Practice, in Twelve Points reſult- 
ing from it: Their Progreſs and 
Sufferings: An Expoſtulation with 
England Zberenupon. 


T was about that very Time, as you 
#4 may ſee in George Fox's Annals, that 
the eternal, wiſe, and good Gop was 
leaſed in His infinite Love to honour 
and viſit this benighted and bewildred 
Nation, with His glorious Day-ſpring 
from on high ; yea, with a molt ſure and 
certain Sound of the Word of Light and 
Life, through the Teſtimony of a che 
Veſſel, to an effectual and bleſſed Pur- 
pole, can many "Thouſands ſay, Glory 
be to the Name of the LoRD for ever. 


For as it reached the Conſcience, and 
broke the Heart, and brought many to a 
Senſe and Search; ſo that which People 

had 
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had been vainly ſeeking without, with 
much Pains and Coſt, they by this Mi- 
niſtry, found 07thin, where it was they 
wanted what they ſought for, vz. the 
right Way to Peace with Gop. For they 
were directed to the Light of JIESsus 
CURISTH within them, as the Seed and 
Leaven of the Kingdom of Gop ; near 
all, becauſe in all, and Gop's Talent to 
all: A faithful and true VMitneſ, and 
juſt Monitor in every Boſom. The Gift 
and Grace of Gop to Life and Salva- 
tion, that appears to all, though few 
regard it. This the traditional Chriftzan, 
conceited of himſelf, and ſtrong in his 
own Will and Righteouſneſs, overcome 
with blind Zeal and Paſſion, either de- 
l ſpiſed as a /ow and common Thing, or 
* oppoſed as a Novelty, under many hard 
Names, and opptobrious Terms, deny- 
ing, in his ignorant and angry Mind, 
any freſh Manifeſtations of Gop's Power 
and Spirit in Man, in thefe Days, tho' 
never more needed to make true Chriti- 
ans. Not unlike thoſe Jews of old, 
that rejected the Son of Gop, at the 
very fame Time that they blindly pro- 
feſſed to wait for the Mess1an to come; 
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becauſe, alas! He appeared not among 
them according to their carnal Mind 
and Expectation. 


This brought forth many abuſive 
Books, which filled the greater Sort 
with Envy, and leſſer with Rage; and 
made the Way and Progreſs of this 
bleſſed Teſtimony ffraight and narrow 
indeed to thote that received it. How- 
ever, Gor owned His own Work, and 
this Teſtimony did efe&ually reach, ga- 
ther, comtort and eſtabliſh the Weary 
and Heavy-laden, the Hungry and Thirſty, 
the Por and Needy, the Mournful and 
Sick of many Maladies, that had ſpent 
all upon Phyſicians of no Value, and 
waited for Relief from Heaven : Help 
only from above: Seeing upon a ſerious 
Trial of all Things, nothing elſe would 
do but CuRISTH Himſelf; the Light of 
His Countenance, a Touch of His Gar- 
ment, and Help from His Hand; who 
cured the poor Woman's Iſſue, razed 
the Centurian's Servant, the Widow's 
Son, the Ruler's Daughter, and Peter's 
Mother: And like her, they no ſooner 
felt His Power and Efficacy upon their 

Souls, 


2 
wy" 
4 Za 6 1 #: 


dirs 


bas. 
4 
:QH 
* 
3 
* 
It 
- » 5% 
19 
* 
1 if 
.Y 
15 
7 


5 
19 
N 
Pw 
* 
1 
£ 4 
4 
1 
» Bs 


Of the People called Quakers. 25 


Souls, but they gave up to obey Him in 
a Teſtimony to His Power; and that 
with refgned Wills and faithjul Hearts 


through all Mocꝶings, Contradictions, Con- 


fiſcations, Beatings, Priſons, and many 


other Jeopardies that attended them for 
His bleſſed Name's Sake. 


And truly they were very many, and 
very great ; ſo that in all human Pro- 
bability they muſt have been ſwallowed 
up quick of the proud and boiſterous 
Waves that ſwelled and beat againſt 
them, but that the Gop of all their 
tender Mercies was with them in His 
glorious Authority; ſo that the Hills 
often fled, and the Mountains melted 
before the Power that filled them; 
working mightily for them, as well as 
in them, one ever following the other. 
By which they ſaw plainly, to their ex- 
ceeding great Confirmation and Com- 
fort, that ail Things were poſiible with 
Him with whom they had to do. And 
that the more that which God required 
ſeemed to croſs Man's Wiſdom, and ex- 
poſe them to Man's Wrath, the more 

GO 
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Gop appeared to help and carry them 
through all to His Glory. 


| Inſomuch, that if ever any People 
1 could ſay in Truth, Thou art our Sun 
| and our SHield, our Rock and Sanctuary; 
and by Thee we have /eaped over a Wall, 
and by Thee we have run through a 
Troop, and by Thee we have put the 
| Armies of the Aliens to Flight, thele Peo- 
| ple had a Right to ſay it. And as Gop 
| had delivered their Souls of the weari- 
ſome Burdens of Sin and Vanity, and 
enriched their Poverty of Spirit, and ſa- 
tisfied their great Hunger and Thirſt 
after eternal Righteouſneſs, and filled 
them with the good Things of His own 
Houſe, and made them Stewards of His 
manifold Gifts ; ſo they went forth to 
all Quarters of theſe Nations, to declare 
to the Inhabitants thereof, what? Gop 
had done for them ; what they had 
found, and where and how they had 
found it, vis. The Way to Peace with 
Gor : Inviting all to come and ſee, and 
taſte for themſelves, the Truth of what 
t hey declared unto them. 


4, 
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And as their Teſtimony was to the 
Principle of God in Man, the precious 
Pearl and Leaven of the Kingdom, as the 
only bleſſed Means appointed of Gop 
to quicken, convince and ſanctify Man; 
ſo they opened to them what it was in 
itſelf, and what it was given to them for: 
How they might know it from their 
own Spirit, and that of the ſubtle Ap- 
pearance of the evil One : And what it 
would do for all thoſe whoſe Minds 
thould be turned off from the Vanity of 
the World, and its lifeleſs Ways and 
Teachers, and adhere to His bleſſed 
Light in themſelves, which diſcovers 
and condemns Sin in all its Appearances, 
and ſhews how to overcome it, if minded 
and obeyed in its holy Manifeſtations 
and Convictions: Giving Power to ſuch, 
to avoid and reſiſt thoſe Things that do 
not pleaſe God, and to grow ſtrong in 
Love, Faith and good Works. That fo 
Man, whom Sin hath made as a Milder- 
neſs, over-run with Briers and Thorns, 
might become as the Garden of Gop, 
cultivated by His divine Power, and re- 
pleniſhed with the moſt virtuous and 

beautiful 
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beautiful Plants of God's own Right 
Hand planting, to His eternal Praiſe. 


But theſe experimental Preachers of 
glad Tidings of Gop's Truth and King- 
dom, could not run when they liſt, or 
pray or preach when they pleaſed, but 
as CHRIST their Redeemer prepared and 
moved them by His own bleſſed Spirit, for 
which they waited in their Services and 
Meetings, and ſpoke as that gave them 
Utterance ; and which was as thoſe hav- 
ing Authority, and not like the dream- 
ing, dry and formal Phariſees. And fo 
it plainly appeared tothe Serious-minded, 
whoſe {ſpiritual Eye the Lord JEs us had 
in any Meaſure opened: So that to one 
was given the Word of Exhortation, to 
another the Word of Reprosf, to another 
the Word of Conſolation, and all by the 
ſame Spirit, and in the good Order thereof, 
to the convincing and edifying of many. 


And truly they waxed ſtrong and bold 
through Faithfulneſs; and by the Power 
and Spirit of the LoRD JESsUs became 
very fruitful; Thouſands, in a ſhort 
Time, being turned to the Truth in the 

inward 
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inward Parts, through their Teſtimony 
in Miniſtry and Sufferings : Inſomuch as 
in moſt Counties, and many of the con- 
ſiderable Towns of England, Meetings 
were ſettled, and daily there were added 
ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. For they were 
diligent to plant and to water, and the 
LoRD bleſſed their Labours with an ex- 
ceeding great Increaſe ; notwithſtanding 
all the Oppoſition made to their bleſſed 
Progreſs, by falſe Rumours, Calumnies 
and bitter Perſecutions ; not only from 
the Powers of the Earth, but from every 
one that liſted to injure and abuſe them: 
So that they ſeemed indeed to be as poor 
Sheep appointed to the S/aughter, and as 
a People killed all the Day long. 


It were fitter for a Volume than a Pre- 


face, but ſo much as to repeat the Con- 


tente of their cruel Sufferings from Pro- 
feſſorsas well as from Prophane, and from 
Magiſtrates as well as the Rabble : That 
it may be ſaid of this abuſed and de- 
ſpiſed People, they went forth weeping 
and ſowed in Tears, bearing Teſtimon 

to the precious Seed, even the Seed of the 
Kingdom, which ſtands not in ales + 

t 
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the fineſt, the higheſt that Man's Wit 


can uſe, but in Power : The Power of 
CuRISTH JEsus, to whom Gop the Fa- 
ther hath given a// Power in Heaven and 
in Earth, that He might rule Angels 
above, and Men below. Whoimpow- 
ered them, as their Work witneſſeth, by 
the many that were turned, through 
their Miniſtry, from Darkneſs to the 
Light, and out of the broad into the 
narrow Way of Lite and Peace; bring- 
ing People to a weighty, ſerious and 
God-like Converſation ; the Practice of 
that Doctrine which they taught. 


And as without this ſecret d/vine Power, 
there is no quickening and regenerating 
of dead Souls, fo the Want of this gene- 
rating and begetting Power and Life, is 
the Cauſe of the little Fruit that the 
many Miniſtries, that have been and are 
in the World, bring forth. O that both 
Miniſters and People were ſenſible of 
this! My Soul is often troubled for 
them, and Sorrow and Mourning com- 
paſs me about for their Sakes. O that 
they were wiſe ! O that they would con- 
ſider, and lay to Heart the Things that 

truly 
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truly and ſubſtantially make for their 
laſting Peace ! 


Two Things are to be conſidered; the 
Doctrine they taught, and the Example 
they led among all People. I have al- 
ready touched upon their fundamental 
Principle, which is as the Corner-ſtone 
of their Fabrick: And indeed, to ſpeak 
eminently and properly, their Character- 
z/tick, or main diſtinguiſhing Point or 
Principle, viz. the Light of CnRIST 
within, as Gop's Gift for Man's Salva- 
tion. This, I fay, is as the Root of the 
goodly Tree of Doctrines that grew and 
branched out from it, which I ſhall now 
mention in their natural and experi- 
mental Order. 


Firſt, Repentance from dead Works to 


ſerve the living God. Which compre- 


hends three Operations. Firſt, a Sight 
of Sin. Secondly, a Senſe and god!y 
Sorrow for Sin. Thirdly, an Amend- 
ment for the Time to come. This was 
the Repentance they preached and preſ- 
ſed, and a natural Reſult from the Prin- 


ciple they turned all People unto. For 
of 
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of Light came Sight; and of Sight came 


Senſe and Sorrow ; and of Senſe and 
Sorrow came Amendment of Life. Which 
Doctrine of Repentance leads to "7u/t:- 
fication ; that is, F orgroeneſs of the Sins 
that are paſt, through CHRIST the alone 
Propitiation, and the Sanctiſication or 
Purgation of the Soul from the defiling 
Nature and Habits of Sin preſent, by the 
Spirit of CHRIST in the Soul; which is 
Juſtification in the compleat Senſe of 
that Word : Comprehending both Juſti- 
fication from the Guilt of the Sins that 
are paſt, as if they had never been com- 
mitted, through the Love and Mercy of 
God in CuRisT JEsUs; and the Crea- 
ture's being made inwardly juſt, through 
the cleanſing and ſanctiſying Power and 
Spirit of CHRIST revealed in the Soul; 
which is commonly called Sanctfification. 
But that none can come to know 
CHRIST to be their Sacrifice that reject 
Him as their Sanctifier : The End of 
His Coming being to ſave His People 
from the Nature and Defilement, as well 
as Gu:/t of Sin; and that therefore thoſe 
that refiſt His Light and Spirit, make 

His 
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His Coming and Offering of none Ef- 
fect to them. 


From hence ſprang a ſecond Doctrine 
they were led to declare, as the Mark 
of the Price of the high Calling to all 
true Chriſtians, viz. Perfection from Sin, 
according to the Scriptures of Truth; 
which teſtify it to be the End of 
CRIST's Coming, and the Nature of 
His Kingdom, and for which His Spirit 
was and is given, vis. to be perfedt as 
our heavenly FATHER 2s perfeet, and 
holy, becauſe Gop ts holy. And this the 
Apoſtles laboured for, That the Chriſtians 


ſhould be ſanttified throughout in Body, 


Soul and Spirit ; but they never held a 
Perfection in Viſdom and Glory in this 
Life, or from natural Infirmities, or 
Death, as ſome have, with a weak or 
ill Mind, imagined and infinuated againſt 
them. | 


This they called a redeemed State, Re- 
generation, or the new Birth: Teaching 
every where according to their Fi uda- 
tion, that unleſs this Work was known, 

there 
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there was no inheriting of the King- 
dom of Gop. 


Thirdly, This leads to an Acknow- 
ledgment of eternal Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, as they have good Reaſon ; 
for elle, of all People, certainly they 
muſt be mo/t miſerable; who, for above 


forty Years, have been exceeding great 


Sufferers for their Profeſſion ; and in 
ſome Caſes, treated 7wor/e than the wor/? 


of Men; yea, as the Refuſe and O- 


ſeourmng of all Things. 


This was the Purport of their Doc- 
trine and Miniſtry ; which, for the moſt 
Part, is what other Profeſſors of CHriſti- 
anity pretend to hold in Words and 
Forms, but not in the Power of Godli- 
neſs; which, generally ſpeaking, has 
been long loſt by Mens departing from 
that Principle and Seed of Life that is in 
Man, and which Man has not regard- 
ed, but loſt the Senſe of; and in and 
by which he can on/y be quickened in 
his Mind to ſerve the living Gop in 
Newneſs of Life. For as the Life of 


Religion was loſt, and the Generality 


lived 
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lived and worſhipped Gop after their 
own Wills, and not after the Will of 
God, nor the Mind of CHRIST, which 
ſtood in the Works and Fruits of the 
holy Spirit; ſo that which they preſt, 
was not Notion, but Experience; no 
Formality, but Godlineſs; as being ſen- 
ſible in themſelves, through the Work 
of Gop's righteous Judgments, that 


without Holineſs no Man fhall ever ſee 
the LoRD with Comfort. 


Beſides theſe general Doctrines, as the 
larger Branches, there ſprang forth ſeve- 
ral particular Doctrines, that did exem- 
plify and farther explain the Truth and 
Efficacy of the general Doctrine before 


obſerved in their Lives and Exam- 
ples. As, 


I. Communion and loving one another. 
This 1s a noted Mark in the Mouth of 
all Sorts of People concerning them ; 
They will meet, they will help and flick 
one to another. Whence it is common 
to hear ſome ſay, L99% how the Quakers 
love and take Care of one another. Others, 
leſs moderate, will ſay, The Quakers love 


None 
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none but themſelves: And if loving one 
another, and having an intimate Com- 
munion in Religion, and conſtant Care 
to meet to worſhip Gop, and help one 
another, be any Mark of primitive 
Chriſtianity, they had it, bleſſed be the 
LoRD, in an ample Manner. 


+ * 
3 w eFoe 


II. To love Enemies. This they both 
taught and practiſed. For they did not 
only refuſe to be revenged for Injuries | 
done them, and condemned it as of an | 
unchriſtian Spirit; but they did Freely | 
forgive, yea, help and relieve thoſe that 
had been cruel to them, when it was in 
their Power to have been even with 
them : Of which many and fingular 
Inſtances might be given: Endeavour- 
ing, through Faith and Patience, to | 
overcome all Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, 1 
and preaching this Doctrine as Chri/tian, 
for others to follow. 


III. Another was, The Sufficiency of 
Truth-ſpeaking, according to CHRIST'S 
own Form of lound Words, of Yea, Yea, 
and Nay, Nay, among Chri/tians, without 

ſwearing ; both from CHRIST's expreſs 
Prohibition 
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Prohibition to ſwear at all, Mat. v. and 
for that, they being under the Tye and 
Bond of Truth in themſelves, there was 
no Neceſſity foran Oath; and it would be 
a Reproach to their CHriſtian Veracity to 
aſſure their Truth by ſuch an extraordi- 
nary Way of ſpeaking ; ſimple and un- 
compounded Anſwers, as Yea and Nay, 
without Aſſeveration, Atteſtation, or ſu- 

ernatural Vouchers, being moſt ſuitable 
| to Evangelical Righteouſneſs. Butoffer- 
| ing at the ſame Time to be puniſhed to 
4 the full, for a//e-ſpeaking, as others for 
Perjury, it ever guilty of it : And here- 
by they exclude with all true, all fa//e and 
prophane ſwearing ; for which the Land 
did and doth mourn, and the great Gop 
was, and 1s not alittle offended with it. 


2 
; 
-# 


IV. Not Fighting, but Suffering, is ano- 
ther Teſtimony peculiar to this People : 
They affirm that Ch4ri/tianity teacheth 
People t beat their Swords into Plougb- 
ſhares,and their Spears intoPruning-hooks, 
and to learn War no more; that ſo the Wolf 
may lie down with the Lamb, and the Lyon 
with the Calf, and nothing that deſtroys be 
entertained in the Hearts of People: Ex- 


* horting 
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horting them to employ their Zeal a- 
gainſt Sin, and turn their Anger againſt 
Satan, and no longer war one againſt 
another; becauſe a Wars and Fightings 
come of Mens own Hearts Luſts, according 
to the Apoſtle James, and not of the 
meek Spirit of CHRISTf JEsuUs, who is 
Captain of anotber Warfare, and which 
is carried on with other Weapons, Thus, 
as Truth-ſpeaking ſucceeded Swearing, ſo 
Faithand Patience ſucceeded Fighting, in 
the Doctrine and Practice of this People. 
Nor ought they for this to be obnoxious 
to Civil Government, ſince if they cannot 
fight for it, neither can they fight againſt 
it; which is no mean Security to any 
State. Nor is it reaſonable, that People 
ſhould be blamed for not doing more for 
others than they can do for themlelves. 
And, Chriſtianity ſet aſide, if the Coſts 
and Fruits of War were well conſidered, 
Peace, with all its Inconveniencies, is 
generally preferable. But though they 
were not for fighting, they were for ſub- 
mitting to Government ; and that, not 
only for Fear, but for Conſcrence-ſake, 
where Government doth not znterfere 
with Conſcience ; believing it to be an 

Ordinance 
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Ordinance of Gop, and where it is 
juſtly adminiſtred, a great Benefit to 
Mankind. Though it has been their 
Lot, through blind Zeal in ſome, and 
Intereſt in others, to have felt the S rotes 
of it with greater Weight and Rigour 
than any other Perſwaſion in this Age: 
whilſt they of all others, Rellgion ſet 
aſide, have given the Civil Magiſtrate 
the leaſt Occaſion of Trouble in the 
Diſcharge of his Office. 


V. Another Part of the Charater of 
this People was, and is, They refuſe to 
pay Tithes or Maintenance to a National 
Miniſtry; and that for two Reaſons: 
The one is, they believe all compelled 
Maintenance, even to Golpel- NMinitters, 
to be unlawful, becauſe expreſly con- 
trary to CHRIsT 's Command, who faid, 
Freely you have received, freely give: At 
leaſt, that the Maintenance of Goſpel— 
Miniſters ſhould be free, and not forced. 
The other Reaſon of their Refuſal is, 
becauſe thoſe Miniſters are not Goſpel 
Ones, in that the Holy Ghoſt is not 
their Foundation, but human Arts and 
Parts. So that it is not Matter of 

C Humour 
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Frumour or Sullenneſs, but pure Con- 
ference towards Gop, that they cannot 
help to ſupport National Miniſtries where 
they dwell, which are but too much and 
too viſibly become Ways of worldly 
Advantage and Preferment, 


VI. It to reſpect Perſons, was, and 


is another of their Doctrines and Prac- 


tices, for which they were often þuffet- 


ted and abuſed. They affirmed it to be 
{ſinful to give fattering Titles, or to uſe 
vain Geſtures and Complements of Reſpect. 
Though to Virtue and Authority they 
ever made a Difference; but after their 

lain and homely Manner, yet fincere 
and ſubſtantial Way: Well remembring 
the Examples of Mordecai and Elihu ; 
but more eſpecially the Command of 
their Lord and Maſter Jrsus CuRIST, 


- who forbad his Followers to call Men 


Rabbi, which implies Lord or Maſter ; 
alſo the fa/hmonable Greetings and Selu- 
zations of thoſe Times; that ſo Self- 
love and Honour, to which the proud 
Mind of Man 1s incident, in his tallen 
Eſtate, might not be indulged but re- 
buked. And though this rendered their 

Converſation 


Of the People called Quakers. 41 


Converſation diſagreeable, yet they that 
will remember what CHRIS ſaid to the 
Jews, How can you believe which receive 
Honour one of another, will abate of 
their Reſentment, if His Doctrine has 
any Credit with them. 


VII. They alſo uſed the plain Lan- 
guage of Thee and Thou, to a ſingle Per- 
ſon, whatever was his Degree among 
Men. And indeed the Wiſdom of Gop 
was much ſeen in bringing forth this 
People in ſo plain an Appearance. For 
it was a cloſe and diſtinguiſhing Teſt upon 
the Spirits of thoſe they came among; 
ſhewing their Inſides, and what pre— 
dominated, notwithſtanding their high 
and great Profeſſion of Religion. This 
among the reſt ſounded fo harſh to many 
of them, and they took it ſo ill, that 
they would ſay, Thou me, thou my Dog ! 
If thou thou'ſt me, I'll thou thy Teeth 
down thy Throat ; forgetting the Lan- 
guage they uſe to GoD in their own Pray- 


ers, and the common Stile of the Scrip- 


tures, and that it is an abſolute and eſ- 
ſential Propriety of Speech. And what 


Good, alas! had their Religion done 


Cs them, 
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them, who were ſo ſenſibly touch'd 
with Indignation for the Uſe of this 
plain, honeſt, and true Speech? 


VIII. They recommended Silence by 
their Example, having very few Words 
upon all Occaſions. They were at a 
Word in Dealing: Nor could their 
Cuſtomers, with many Words, tempt 
them from it; having more Regard to 
Truth than Cuſtom, to Example than 
Gain. They ſought Solitude; but when 
in Company, they would neither uſe, 
nor willingly hear unneceſſary or unlaws- 
Jul Diſcourſes: Whereby they preſerved 
their Minds pure and undiſturbed from 
unprofitable 'Thoughts and Diverſions. 
Nor could they humour the Cuſtom of 
Good Night, Good Morrow, God Speed ; 
for they knew the Night was good, and 
the Day was good, without withing of 
either; and that in the other Expreſ- 
ſion, the holy Name of Gop was too 
lightly and unthankfully uſed, and 


theretore taken in vain. Beſides, they 


were Words and Wilhes of Courſe, and 


are uſually as little meant, as are Love 
and Service in the Cuſtom of Cap and 


Knee ; 
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Knee ;z and Superfluity in thoſe, as well 
as in other Things, was burthenſome to 
them; and therefore they did not only 
| decline to uſe them, but found them- 


ſelves often preis'd to reprove the Prac- 
t. ce. 


IX. For the ſame Reaſon they Vor- 
bore drinking to People, ar pledging of 
the i, as tne Manner of the World is: 

| A Practice that is not only unnecetlury, 
; but they thought evil in the Tendencies 
: of it, being a Provocation to drink more 
than did People good, as well as that it 
was in itſelf vain and Heatheniſb. 


X. Their Way of Marriage is pecu— 
liar to them; and ſhews a diſtinguiſhing 
Care, above other Societies profeſſing 
Chriſtianity. They ſay that Marriage is 

' en Ordinance of Gop, and that Gop only 
' can rightly join Man and Woman iu 
Marriage. Therefore they uſe neither 
Prieſt nor Magijirate; but the Man and 
Woman concerned, take each other as 
Huſband and Wife, in the Preſence of 
divers credible Witneſſes, promiſing to 
each other, with Gon's Afſifance, to be 

C 3 loving 
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loving and faithful in that Relation, till 
Death ſhall ſeparate them. But antece- 
dent to this, they firſt preſent themſelves 
to the Monthly-meeting, for the Affairs 
of the Church where they reſide ; there 
declaring their Intentions to take one 
another as Huſband and Wife, if the 
ſaid Meeting have nothing material to 
object againſt it, They are conſtantly 
aſked the neceſſary Queſtions, as in caſe 
of Parents or Guardians, if they have 
acquainted them with their Intention, 
and have their Conſent, Sc. The 
Method of the Meeting is, to take a 
Minute thereof, and to appoint proper 
Perſons to enquire of their Converſation 
and Clearneſs from all others, and whe- 
ther they have diſcharged their Duty 
to their Parents or Guardians; and to 
make Report thereof to the next Month- 
ly-meeting, where the ſame Parties are 
deſired to give their Attendance. In caſe 
it appears they have proceeded orderly, 
the Meeting paſſes their Propoſal, and 
ſo records it in their Meetzng-book. And 
in caſe the Woman be a Widow and 
hath Children, due Care is there taken, 
that Proviſion allo be made by her oy 
the 
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the Orphans, before the Meeting pals 
the Propoſals of Marriage: Adviſing 
the Parties concerned to appoint a con- 
venient Time and Place, and to give 
fatting Notice to their Relations, and 
tuch Friends and Neighbours, as they 
defire ſhould be the Witneſſes of their 
Marriage : Where they take one another 
by the Hand, and by Name promiſe re- 
ciprocally Love and Fidelity, after the 
Manner before expreſled. Of all which 
Proceedings, a Narrative in Way oi Cer- 
tißfcate is made, to which the ſaid Parties 
firſt ſet their Hands, thereby confirming 
it as their Act and Deed ; and then divers 
Relations, Spectators and Auditors ſet 
their Names as Witneſſes of what they 
ſaid and ſigned. And this Certificate is 
afterward regiltered in the Record be- 
longing to the Meeting where the Mar- 
riage 1s folemnized. Which regular 
Method has been, as it deſerves, adjudg- 
ed in Courts of Law a good Marriage, 
where it has been bycrols and ill People 
diſputed, and conteited, for Want of the 
accuſtomed Formalities of Prieſt and 
Ring, &c. Ceremonies they have refuſed : 

Not out of Humour, but Conſcience 
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loving and faithful in that Relation, till 
Death ſhall ſeparate them. But antece- 
dent to this, they firſt preſent themſelves 
to the Monthly-meeting, for the Affairs 
of the Church where they reſide ; there 
declaring their Intentions to take one 
another as Huſband and Wife, if the 
ſaid Meeting have nothing material to 
object againſt it. They are conſtantly 
aſked the neceſſary Queſtions, as in caſe 
of Parents or Guardians, if they have 
acquainted them with their Intention, 
and have their Conſent, Sc. The 
Method of the Meeting is, to take a 
Minute thereof, and to appoint proper 
Perſons to enquire of their Converſation 
and Clearneſs from all others, and whe- 
ther they have diſcharged their Duty 
to their 8 or Guardians; and to 
make Report thereof to the next Month- 
ly-meeting, where the ſame Parties are 
deſired to give their Attendance. In caſe 
it appears they have proceeded orderly, 

the Meeting paſſes their Propoſal, and 
ſo records it in their Meeting-book. And 
in caſe the Woman be a Widow and 
hath Children, due Care 1s there taken, 


that Proviſion allo be made by her for 
the 
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the Orphans, before the Meeting paſs 
the Propoſals of Marriage: Adviſing 
the Parties concerned to appoint a con- 
venient Time and Place, and to give 
fitting Notice to their Relations, and 
tuch Friends and Neighbours, as they 
defire ſhould be the Witneſſes of their 
Marriage : Where they take one another 
by the Hand, and by Name promiſe re— 
ciprocally Love and Fidelity, after the 
Manner before expreſſed. Of all which 
Proceedings, a Narrative in Way of Cer- 
tifcate is made. to which the ſaid Parties 
firſt ſet their Hands, thereby confirming 
it as their Act and Deed ; and then divers 
Relations, Spectators and Auditors ſet 
their Names as Witneſſes of what they 
ſaid and ſigned. And this Certificate is 
afterward regiltered in the Record be- 
longing to the Meeting where the Mar- 
riage is folemnized. Which regular 
Method has been, as it deſerves, adjudg- 
ed in Courts of Law a good Marriage, 
where it has been bycrols and ill People 
diſputed, and conteited, for Want of the 
accuſtomed Formalities of Prieſt and 
Ring, &c. Ceremonies they have refuſed : 
Not out of Humour, but Conſcience 
C 4 reaſonably 
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reaſonably grounded ; inaſmuch as no 
Scripture-Example tells us, that the 
Prieſt had any other Part of old Time, 
than that of a Witneſs among the reſt, 
before whom the Jets uſed to take one 
another: And therefore this People look 
upon it, as an Impoſition to advance 
the Power and Profits of the Clergy : 
And for the Uſe of the Ring, it is enough 
to ſay, that it was an Heatheniſhb and 
vain Cuſtom, and never in Practice 
among the People of Gop, Jews or 
primitive Chri/tions: The Words of the 
uſual Form, as with my Body I thee 
worſhip, &c. are hardly defenſib.e. In 
ſhort, they are more careful, exact and 
regular, than any Form now uſed; and 
it is free of the Inconveniencies, with 
which other Methods are attended: 
Their Care and Checks being ſo many, 
and ſuch, as that no clandeſtine Mar- 
riages can be performed among them. 


X. It may not be unfit to ſay ſome- 
thing here of their Births and Burials, 
which make up ſo much of the Pomp 
of too many called Chri/trans. For 
Births, the Parents name their own 
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Children; which is uſually ſome Days 
after they are born, in the Preſence of 
the Midwife, if ſhe can be there, and 
thoſe that were at the Birth, who af- 
terwards ſign a Certificate for that Pur- 
poſe prepared, of the Birth and Name 
of the Child or Children; which is re- 
corded in a proper Book, in the Month- 
ly-meeting to which the Parents belong; 
avoiding the accuſtomed Ceremonies 


and Feſtivals. 


XI. Their Burzals are performed with 
the ſame Simplicity. If the Body of the 
Deceaſed be near any publick Meeting- 
place, it is uſually carried thither, for 
the more convenient Reception of thoſe 
that accompany it to the Burying- 
ground. And it fo fails out ſometimes, 
that while the Meeting is gathering for 
the Burial, ſome or other has a Word 
of Exhortation, for the Sake of the 
People there met together. After which 
the Body is borne away by young Men, 
or elſe thoſe that are of their Neighbour- 
hood, or thoſe that were moſt of the 
Intimacy of the deceaſed Party: The 
Corps being in a plain Coffin, without 

C 5 any 
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any Covering or Furniture upon it. At 
the Ground they pauſe ſome Time be- 
fore they put the Body into its Grave, 
that if any there ſhould have any Thing 
upon them to exhort the People, they 
may not be diſappointed ; and that the 
Relations may the more retiredly and 
ſolemnly take their laſt Leave of the 
Body of their departed Kindred, and the 
Spectators have a Senſe of Mortality, by 
the Occaſion then given them to re- 
flect upon their own latter End. Other- 
wiſe, they have no ſet Rites or Cere- 
monies on thoſe Occaſions. Neither do 
the Kindred of the Deceaſed ever wear 
Mourning ; * they looking upon it as a 
worldly Ceremony and Piece of Pomp; 
and that what Mourning 1s fit for a 
Chriſtian to have, at the Departure of a 
beloved Relation or Friend, ſhould be 

worn 


* WV. B. Since the Time this Account was firſt 
publiſhed, Anno 1694, ſome of the Poſterity of this 
People have viſibly degenerated from the primitive 
Plainneſs of their Predeceffors in this Reſpect; 
nevertheleſs, the collective Senſe and Judgment of 
the Church herein, remains the ſame, as is manifeſt 
by the frequent Advices given forth from their Veaily 
and other Meetings. 
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worn in the Mind, which is only fen- 
ſible of the Loſs : and the Love they 
had to them, and Remembraiice of 
them, to be outwardly expreſſed by a 
Reſpe& to their Advice, and {are of 
thoſe they have left behind them, and 
their Love of that they loved. Which 
Conduct of theirs, though unmodiſh or 
unfaſhionable, leaves nothing of the 
Subſtance of Things neglected or un- 
done: And as they aim at no more, ſo 
that Simplicity of Lite is what they ob- 
ſerve with great Satisfaction; though 
it ſometimes happens not to be without 
the Mockeries of the vain World they 


live 1n. 


Theſe Things to be ſure gave them a 
rough and difagreeable Appearance with 
the Generality; who thought them 
Turners of the World upfide down, as in- 
deed, in ſome Senſe they were: But in 
no other than that wherein Paul was fo 
charged, viz. To bring Things back into 
their primitive and right Order again. 
For theſe and ſuch like Practices of 
theirs were not the Reſult of Humour, 
or for Civil Diſtinction, as ſome have 
fancied, 
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fancied, but a Fruit of inward Senſe, 
which Gop, through His holy Fear, had 
begotten in them. They did not con- 
ſider how to contradict the World, or 
diſtinguiſh themſelves as a Party from 
others; it being none of their Bufineſs, 
as it was not their Intereſt: No, it was 
not the Reſult of Conſultation, or a 
framed Deſign, by which to declare or 
recommend Schiſm or Novelty, But 
Gop having given them a Sight of 
themſelves, they ſaw the whole World 
in the ſame Glaſs of Truth ; and ſenſibly 
diſcerned the Affections and Paſſions of 
Men, and the Riſe and Tendency of 
Things: What it was that gratified the 
Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, 
and the Pride of Lie, which are not of 
 thbeFATHER but of the World. And from 
thence ſprang in the Night of Darkneſs 
and Apoſtacy, which hath been over 
People through their Degeneration from 
the Light and Spirit of Gop, theſe and 
many other vain Cuſtoms, which are 
ſeen by the heavenly Day of CuR1sT, 
that dawns in the Soul, to be either 
wrong in their Orginal; or, by Time 
and Abuſe, hurtful in their Practice. 

| And 
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And though theſe Things ſeemed trivial 
to ſome, and rendered theſe People 
ſtingy and conceited in ſuch Perſons 
Opinion; there was and is more in 
them, than they were, or are aware of. 


It was not very eaſy to our primitive 
Friends to make themſelves Sights and 
Spectacles, and the Scorn and Deriſion 
of the World; which they eaſily foreſaw 
muſt be the Conſequence of ſo unfaſhinn- 
able a Converſation in it : But here was 
the Wiſdom of Gop teen in the Foolith- 
neſs of theſe Things; fr/?, That they 
diſcovered the Satisfaction and Concern 
that People had in and for the Faſhions 
of this World, notwithſtanding their 
high Pretences to another: in that any 
Diſappointment about them came o 
very near them, as that the greateſt 
Honeſty, Virtue, Wi:dom and Ability, 
were unwelcome without them. Secondly, 
It ſeaſonably and profitably arvided Con- 
verſation ; for this making their Society 
uneaſy to their Relations and Acquaint- 
ance, it gave them the Opportunity of 
myre Retirement and Seltude; wherein 
they met with better Company, even 

| the 
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the Lord Gop their Redeemer ; and 
grew ſtrong in His Love, Power and 


Wiſdom, and were thereby better qua- 


lified for His Service. And the Succeſs 
abundantly ſhow'd it, Blefjed be the 
Name of the LoRD. 


And though they were not great and 
learned in the Eſteem of this World, 
(for then they had not wanted Fol- 
lowers upon their own Credit and Au- 
thority) yet they were generally of the 
moſt ſober of the ſeveral Perſwaſions they 
were in, and of the ot Repute for 
Religion ; and many of them of good 


Capacity, Subſtance and Account among 
Men. 


And alſo ſome among them wanted 
not for Parts, Learning or Eſtate ; tho 
then as of old, not many Wiſe, or Noble, 
&c. were called; or at leaſt received the 
heavenly Call, becauſe of the Croſs that 
attended the Profeſſion of it in Sincerity. 
But neither do Parts or Learning make 
Men the better Chri/tians, though the 
better Orators and Diſputants; and it is 


the Ignorance of People about the divine 
Gilt, 


; 
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Gift, that cauſes that vulgar and miſ- 
chievous Miſtake. Theory and Practice, 
Speculation and Enjoyment, Words and 
Life, are two Things. O 'tis the peni- 
tent, the reformed, the lowly, the watch- 
ful, the ſelf-denying and holy Soul, that 
is the Chri/tian! And that Frame is the 
Fruit and Work of the Spirit, which is 
the Life of Is us: Whoſe Life though 
hid in the Fulneſs of it in Gop the 
FATHER, is ſhed abroad in the Hearts 
of them that truly believe, according to 
their Capacity. O that People did but 
know this to cleanſe them, to circum- 
ciſe them, to quicken them, and to 
make them new Creatures indeed ! re- 
created, or regenerated after CHRIST 
JEsus unto good Works; that they 
might live to Gop, and not to them- 
ſelves; and offer up living Prayers and 
liuing Praiſes to the living GoD, through 
His own living Spirit, in which He is 
only to be worthipped in this Goſpel 
Day. 


O that they that read me could but 
feel me! for my Heart is affected with 
this merciful viſitation of the FATHER of 

Lights 
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Lights and Spirits to this poor Nation, 
and the whole World through the ſame 
Teſtimony. Why ſhould the Inhabi- 
tants thereof reſect it? Why ſhould they 
loſe the blefled Benefit of it? Why 
ſhould they not urn to the LoRD with 
all their Hearts, and fay from the Heart, 
Speak, Lok D, for now Thy poor Servants 
hear ? O that Thy Will may be done; Thy 
great, Thy good and holy Will, in Earth 
as it is in Heaven! Do it in us, do it 
upon us, do what Thou wilt with us ; for 
we are Thine, and defire to glorify Thee 
our Creator, both for that and becauſe 
Thou art our Redeemer ; for Thou art 
redeeming us from the Earth ; from the 
Vanities and Pollutions of it, to be a 
peculiar People unto Thee, O this were 
a brave Day for England, it ſo the 
could fay in Truth ! But alas, the Caſe 
is otherwiſe ; for which ſome of thine 
Inhabitants, O Land of my Nativity ! 
have mourned over thee with G&ter 
Wailing and Lamentation. Their Heads 
have been indeed as Waters, and their 
Eyes as Fountains of Tears, becauſe of 
thy Tranſgreſſion and Stift-neckednels ; 


becauſe thou wilt not hear, and fear, 
and 
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and return to the Rock, even thy Rock, 
O England] from whence thou art 
hewn. But be thou warned, O Land 
of great Profeſſion, to receive Him into 
thy Heart, Behold, at that Door it is 
He hath ſtood ſo long knocking ! but 
thou wilt yet have none of Him. O be 
thou awakened, leſt Feriſalem's Judg- 
ments do ſwiftly overtake thee, becauſe 
of Feruſalem's Sins that abound in thee, 
For ſhe abounded in Formalrty, but 
made void the weighty Things of God's 
Law, as thou daily doſt. 


She withſtood the Son of Gop in the 
Fleſh, and thou reſiſteſt the Son of Gop 
in the Spirit. He would have gathered 
her as an Hen gathereth her Chickens 
under her Wings, and ſhe would not; 
ſo would He have gathered thee out of thy 
lifeleſs Profeſſion, and have brought thee 
to inherit Subſtance ; to have known His 
Power and Kingdom : For which He 
often knock'd within, by His Grace and 
Spirit; and without, by His Servants 
and Witneſſes : But on the contrary, as 
Jeruſalem of old perſecuted the Mani- 
teſtation of the Son of Gop in the 


Fleth, 
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Fleſh, and crucified Him, and whipt 
and zmpriſoned His Servants ; ſo haſt 
thou, O Land ! crucified r thy/elf afreſh 
the Lord of Life and Glory, and 
done Deſpite to His Spirit of Grace; 
[lighting the Fatherly Viſitation, and 
perſecuting the bleſſed Diſpenſers of it 
by thy Laws and Magiſtrates : Though 
they have early and late pleaded with 
thee in the Power and Spirit of the 
LoRD ; in Love and Meekneſs, that thou 

mighteſt know the LoRD, and ſerve 
Him, and become the Glory of all 


Lands. 


But thou haſt evilly entreated and re- 
quited them, thou haſt /e? at nought all 
their Counſel, and wou/d/t have none of 
their Reproof, as thou ſhouldſt have had. 
Their Appearance was r ftrait, and 
their Qualifications were too mean for 
thee to receive them; like the Jews of 
old, thatcried, Is not this the Carpenter's 
Son, and are not his Brethren among us; 
which of the Scribes, of the Learned (the 
Orthodox) believe in Him? Propheſying 
their Fall in a Year or two, and making 
and executing of ſevere Laws to bring it 

to 
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to paſs : Endeavouring to terrify them 
out of their holy Way, or deſtroy them for 
abiding faithful to it. But thou haſt ſeen 
how many Governments that roſe againſt 
them, and determined their Downfal, 
have been overturned and extinguiſhed, 
and that they are ſtill preſerved, and be- 
come a great and a conſiderable People, 
among the middle Sort of thy numerous 
Inhabitants. And notwithſtanding the 
many Difficulties without and within, 
which they have laboured under, ſince 
the LoxD Gop eternal firſt gathered 
them, they are an encreaſing People; 
the Loxp ſtill adding unto them, in di- 
vers Parts, ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, if they 
perſevere to the End. And to thee, O 
England ! were they, and are they lifted 
up as a Standard, and as a City ſet upon 
an Hill, and to the Nations round about 
thee, that in therr Light thou mayſt come 
to fee Light, even in CHRISH JEsus the 
Light of the World, and therefore thy 
Light and Life too, if thou wouldſt but 
turn from thy many evil Ways, and re- 
ceive and obey it. For in the Light of 
the LAMB muſt the Nations of them that 
are ſaved walk, as the Scripture teſtifies, 
Remember, 
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Remember, O Nation of great Profeſ- 
ſion! how_the Lokp has waited upon 
thee fince the dawning Reformation, 
and the many Mercies and Judgments 
by which he has pleaded with thee; 
and awake and ariſe out of thy deep 


Sleep, and yet hear His Word zn hy 
Heart, that thou mayſt live. 


Let not this thy Day of Viſitation 
paſs over thy Head, nor neglect thou ſo 
great Salvation as is this Which is come 
to thy Houte, O England] for why 
ſhouldſt thou die? O Land that Gop 
deſires to bleſs ! Be aſſured it zs He that 
has been in the Midſt of 7his People, in 
the Midit of thee, and not a Deluſion, 
as thy miſtaken Teachers have made 
thee believe. And this thou ſhalt find 
by their Marks and Fruits, if thou 


wilt conſider them in the Spirit of 
Moderation. 


CHAP. 


| 


| 
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E 


Of the Qualifications of their Miniſtry. 
Eleven Marks that it is Chriſtian. 


I. HEY were changed Men them- 

ſelves, before they went about 
to change others. Their Hearts were 
rent as well as their Garments; and 
they knew the Power and Work of 
Gop upon them. And this was ſeen 
by the great Alteration it made, and 
their ſtricter Courſe of Life, and more 


godly Converſation that immediately 
followed upon it. 


II. They went not forth, or preached 
in their own Time or Will, but in the 
Will of Gop; and ſpoke not their own 
ſtudied Matters, but as they were opened 
and moved of His Spirit, with which 
they were well acquainted in their own 
Converſion: Which cannot be expreſſed 
to carnal Men, ſo as to give them any 
intelligible Account ; for to ſuch it is, 
as CHRIST ſaid, like the blowing of the 


Wind, 
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Wind, which no Man knows whence 
it cometh, or whither it goeth. Yet 
this Proof and Seal went along with 
their Miniſtry, that many were turned 
from their lifeleſs Profeſſions, and the 
Evil of their Ways, to an inward and 
experimental Knowledge of Gop, and 
an holy Life, as Thouſands can witneſs. 
And as they freely received what they 


had to ſay from the Lok D, ſo they 7reely 
adminiſtred it to others. 


III. The Bent and Streſs of their 
Miniſtry was Conver/ion to Gop; Rege- 
neration and Holineſs. Not Schemes of 
Doctrines and verbal Creeds, or new 
Forms of Worſhip ; but a leaving off in 
Religion the ſuperfluous, and reducing 
the ceremonious and formal Part, and 
preſſing earneſtly the /ub/tantial, the 
neceſſary and profitable Part to the Soul ; 
as all, upon a ſerious Reflection, mult 
and do acknowledge. | 


IV. They directed People to a Prin- 
ciple in themſelves, though not of them- 
ſelves, by which all that they aſſerted, 


preached and exhorted others to, might 
be 
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be wrought in them, and known to 
them, through Experience, to be true : 
Which is an high and diſtinguiſhing 
Mark of the Truth of their Miniſtry, 
both that they knew what they ſaid, 
and were not afraid of coming to the 
Teſt. For as they were bold from Cer- 
tainty, ſo they required Conformity upon 
no human Authority, but upon Con- 
viction, and the Conviction of this Prin- 
ciple ; which they aſſerted was in them 
that they preached unto, and unto that 
they directed them, that they might 
examine and prove the Reality of thoſe 
Things which they had affirmed of it, 
as to its Manifeſtation and Work in 
Man. And this is more than the many 
Miniſters in the World pretended to. 
They declare of Religion, ſay many 
Things true, in Words, of Gop, CHRIST, 
and the SPIRIT ; of Holineſ and Hea- 
ven ; that all Men ſhould repent and 
amend their Lives, or they will go to 
Hell, &c. But which of them all pre- 
tend to ſpeak of Heir own Knowledge 
and Experience? Or ever directed to a 
divine Principle, or Agent, piaced of 
Gop in Man, to help him; and how 


to 
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to know it, and wait to feel its Power 


to work that good and acceptable Will 
of Gop in them. 


Some of them indeed have ſpoke of 
the Spirit, and the Operations of it to 
Sanctification, and Performance of Wor- 
ſhip to Gop; but where and how to 
find it, and wait in it, to perform our 
Duty to Gop, was yet as a Myſtery to 
be declared by this farther Degree of 
Reformation. So that this People did 
not only in Words, more than equal] 
preſs Repentance, Converſion, and Holineſs, 
but did it knowingly and experiment- 
ally; and directed thoſe, to whom they 
preached, to a ſuthcient Principle ; and 
told them where it was, and by what 
Tokens they might know it, and which 
Way they might experience the Power 
and Efficacy of it to their Souls Happi- 
neſs. Which is more than Theory and 
Speculation, upon which moſt other 
Miniſters depend: For here is Certainty; 
a Bottom upon which Man may boldly 
appear before God in the great Day of 
Account. 


V. They 
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V. They reached to the zuward State 
and Condition of People; which 1s an 
Evidence of the Virtue of their Princi- 
ple, and of their miniſtring from it, 
and not from their own Imaginations, 
Gloſſes, or Comments upon Scripture. 
For nothing reaches the Heart, but 
what is from the Heart ; or pierces the 
Conſcience, but what comes from a 
living Conſcience : Inſomuch as it hath 
often happened, where People have un- 
der Secrecy revealed their State or Con- 
dition to ſome choice Friends, for Ad- 
vice or Eaſe, they have been ſo particu- 
larly directed in the Miniſtry of this 
People, that they have challenged their 
Friends with diſcovering their Secrets, 
and telling their Preachers their Caſes, 
to whom a Word had not been ſpoken. 
Yea, the very Thoughts and Purpoſes 
of the Hearts of many have been ſo 
plainly detected, that they have, like 
Nathaniel, cried out, of this inward 


Appearance of CaRiIsT, Thou art the 


Son of Gop, Thou art the King of Iſrael. 
And thoſe that have embraced this di- 
vine Principle, have found this Mark of 
its Truth and Divinity, that the Woman 

* or 


| 
[ 
|} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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of Samaria did of CyRisT when in the 
Fleſh, to be the MESSs IAH, viz. It had 
told them all that ever they had done ; 
ſhown them their Inſides, the moſt in- 
ward Secrets of their Hearts, and laid 
Judgment to the Line, and Righteouſ- 
neſs to the Plummet ; of which, Thou- 
ſands can at this Day give in their 
Witneſs. So that nothing has been af- 
firmed by this People, of the Power 
and Virtue of this heavenly Principle, 
that ſuch as have turned to it have not 
found true, and more; and that one 
half had not been told to them of what 
they have ſeen of the Power, Purity, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gop therein. 


VI. The Accompliſhments with which 
this Principle fitted, even ſome of the 
meaneſt of this People, for their Work 
and Service: Furniſhing ſome of them 
with an extraordinary Underſtanding in 
divine Things, and an admirable Flu- 
ency and Taking-way of Expreſſion, 
which gave Occaſion to ſome to won- 
der, ſaying of them, as of their Maſter, 
Is not this ſuch a Mechanick's Son, how 
came he by this Learning? As from 


thence 
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thence others took Occaſion to ſuſpect 
and inſinuate they were Teſuits in Diſ- 
guiſe, who had the Reputation ot 
learned Men for an Age paſt, tho' there 
was not the leaſt Ground of Truth for 
any ſuch Reflection. In that their Mi- 
niſters are known, the Places of their 
Abode, their Kindred and Education. 


VII. That they came forth lo, and 
deſpiſed and hated, as the primitive 
Chriſtians did, and not by the Help of 
worldly Wiſdom or Power, as former 
Reformations in Part have done: But 
in all Things it may be ſaid, this People 
were brought forth in the Croſs; in 
a Contradiction to the Ways, Worſhips, 
Faſhions and Cuſtoms of this World; yea, 
againſt Mind and Tide, that ſo no Fleſh 
might glory before Gop. 


VIII. They could have zo Defign to 
themſelves in this Work, thus to expoſe 
themſelves to Scorn and Abuſe; to ſpend 
and be ſpent : Leaving Wife and Child- 
ren, Houſe and Land, and all that can 
be accounted dear to Men, with their 
Lives in their Hands, being daily in 

D 2 Jeopardy, 
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Jeopardy, to declare this #rimitive Me 
Jage revived in their Spirits, by the good 
Spirit and Power of Gop, vis. 


That Gop is Light, and in Him ts 
no Darkneſs at all; and that He has 
Sent His Son a Light into the World, to 
enlighten all Men in order to Salvation; 
and that they that jay they have Fellow- 
ſhip with GoD, and are His Children 
and People, aud yet walk in Darkneſs, 
viz. in Diſovedience to the Light in their 
Conſciences, and after the Vanity of this 
World, they lie and do not the Truth. 
But that all juch as love the Light, and 
bring their Deeds to it, and walk in 
the Light, as Go rs Light, the Blood 
of JEsUs CuRIsT His Son ſhould cleanſe 
them from all din. Thus John i. 4, 19. 
Chap. iii. 20, 21. 1 J i. 5, 6, 7. 


IX. Their known great Conſtancy | 
and Patience in ſuffering for their 'Tel- 
timony in all the Branches of it; and 
that ſometimes unto Death, by Beal- 
inge, Bruiſin ge, long and crowded Im- 
priſonments and noiſom Dungeons : Four 
of them in New-England dying by the 


Fonds 
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Hands of the Executioner, purely for 
Preaching amongſt that People : Belides 
Baniſbments, and exceſſive Plunders and 
Sequeſtrations of their Goods and E/tates, 
almoſt in all Parts, not eafily to be ex- 
preſſed, and leſs to have been endured, 
but by thoſe that have the Support of 
a good and glorious Cauſe ; refuling De- 
liverance by any indirect Ways or 
Means, as often as it was offered unto 
them. 


X. That they did not only, not 
ſhow any Diſpolition to Revenge, when 
it was at any Time in their Power, but 
forgave their cruel Enemies; eig 
Mercy to thoſe that had none for them. 


XI. Their Plainne/s with thoſe in 
Authority, like the ancient Prophets, 
not fearing to tell them to their Faces, 
of thelr private and publick Sins; and 
their Prophecies to them of their Af— 
flictions and Dovwnfal, when in the 
Top of their Glory. Alſo of ſome Na- 
tional Judgments, as of the Plague, and 
Fire of London, in expreſs Terms; and 
likewiſe particular ones to divers Per- 
77*˙*˙;*⁵ .: 
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ſecutors, which accordingly overtook 
them; and were very remarkable in 
the Places where they dwelt, which in 
Time may be made publick for the 
Glory of Gop. 


Thus, Reader, thou ſeeſt this People 
in their Rye, Principles, Miniſtry and 
Progreſs, both their general and parti- 
cular Teſtimony; by which thou mayſt 
be informed 49w, and upon what Foot 
they ſprang, and became ſo conſiderable a 
People. It remains next, that I ſhew 
alſo their Care, Conduct and Diſcipline, 
as a Chriſtian and reformed Society, that 
they might be found living up to their 
own Principles and Profeſſion. And this 
the rather, becauſe they have hardly 
ſuffered more in their Character from 
the unjuſt Charge of Error, than by the 
falſe Imputation of Diſorder: Which 
Calumny indeed has not failed to follow 
all the true Steps that were ever made 
to Reformation, and under which Re- 
proach none ſuffered more than the pr/- 
mitive Chriſtians themſelves, that were 
the Honour of Chriſtianity, and the great 
Lights and Examples of their own and 
ſucceeding Ages, CHAP. 
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E 


Of the Diſcipline and Practice of this 
PEOPLE, as a religious Society. 
The Church Power they own and ex- 
erciſe, and that which they reject and 
condemn : With the Method of their 
Proceedings againſt erring and diſor- 
derly Perſons. 


HIS People increaſing daily both 

in Town and Country, an Holy 

Care fell upon ſome of the Elders among 
them, for the Benefit and Service of the 
Church. And the firſt Buſineſs in their 
View, after the Example of the primi- 
tive Saints, was the Exerciſe of Charity ; 
to ſupply the Neceflities of the Poor, 
and anſwer the like Occaſions. Where- 
fore Collections were early and liberally 
made for that and divers other Services 
in the Church, and intruſted with faith- 
ful Men, fearing Gop, and of good 
Report, who were not weary in Well- 
D 4 doing; 
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doing; adding often of therr own in 
Jarge Proportions, which they never 
brought to Account, or defired ſhould 
be known, much leſs reſtored to them, 
that none might want, nor-any Service 
be retarded or diſappointed. 


They were allo very careful, that eve- 
ry one that belonged to them, anſwered 
their Profeſſion in their Behaviour a- 
mong Men, upon all Occaſions ; that 
they lived peaceably and were in all 
Things good Examples. They found 
themſelves engaged to record their S 
ferings and Services: And in the Caſe 
of Marriage, which they could not per- 
form in the uſual Methods of the Na- 
tion, but among themſelves, they took 
Care that all Things were clear between 
the Parties and all others: And it was 
then rare, that any one entertained an 
Inclination to a Perſon on that Account, 
till he or ſhe had communicated it ſe- 
cretly to ſome very weighty and eminent 
Friends among them, that they might 
have a Senſe of the Matter; looking to 
the Council and Unity of their Brethren 
as of great Moment to them. But be- 

cauſe 
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cauſe the Charge of the Poor, the Num- 
ber of Orphans, Marriages, Sufferings, 
and other Matters, multiplied ; and that 
it was good that the Churches were in 
ſome Way and Method of proceeding 
in ſuch Affairs among them, to the End 
they might the better correſpond upon 
Occaſion, where a Member of one Meet- 
ing might have to do with one of ano- 
ther; it pleaſed the Loxp, in his Wiſ- 
dom and Goodnels, to open the Under- 
ſtanding of the irt Inſtrument of this 
Diſpenſation of Life, about a good and 
orderly Way of Proceeding : who felt 
an holy Concern to viſit the Churches 
in Perſon throughout this Nation, to 
begin and eſtabliſh it among them: And 
by His Epiſtles, the like was done in 
other Nations and Provinces abroad ; 
which he alſo afterwards viſited, and 
helped in that Service, as ſhall be ob- 
ſer ved when I come to ſpeak. of him. 


Now the Care, Conduct and Diſci- 
pine, I have been ſpeaking of, and which 
are now practiſed among this People, 
is as followeth. 


9 5 This 
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This godly Elder, in every County 
where he travelled, exhorted them that 
ſome, out of every Meeting of Worſhip, 
ſhould meet together once in the Month, 
to confer about the Wants and Occaſions 
of the Church. And as the Caſe re- 
quired, ſo thoſe Monthly-meetings were 
fewer or more in Number in every re- 
ſpective County : Four or {ix Meetings 
of Worſhip, uſually making one Month- 
ly-meeting of Buſineſs. And accordingly 
the Brethren met him from Place to 
Place, and began the ſaid Meetings, v7z. 
For the Poor, Orphans, orderly Walking, 
Integrity to their Profeſſion, Births, Mar- 
riages, Burials, Sufferings, &c. And that 
theſe Mon. hy- meetings ſhould, in each 
County, make up one Quyarterly-meeting, 
where the moit zealous and eminent 
Friends of the County ſhould af/emble to 
communicate, adviſe and help one another, 
eſpecially When any Bulineſs ſeemed 
difficult, or Ah,. meeting was ten- 
der of determining a Matter. 


Alſo that theſe ſeveral Quarterly-meet- 
ings ſhould digeſt the Reports of their 
Monthly-meetings, and prepare one for 

each 
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each reſpective County, againſt the Yearly- 
meeting, in which all Qrarterly-meet- 
mmgs reſolve ; which is held in London: 
Where the Churches in this Nation, 
and other Nations and Provinces, meet 
by choſen Members of their reſpective 
Counties, both mutually to communicate 
their Church- Affairs, and to adviſe, and 
be adviied in any depending. Cale to 
Edification. Alſo to provide a requiſite 
Stock for the Diſcharge of general Ex- 
pences for general Services in the 
Church, not needful to be here Nen 
larized. 


At theſe Meetings any of the Mem- 
bers of the Churches may come, if they 
pleaſe, and ſpeak their Minds freely, in 
the Fear of Gop, to any Matter; but 
the Mind of each Quarterly-meeting, 
therein repreſented, is chiefly under- 
ſtood, as to particular Caſes, in the 
Senſe delivered by the Perſons deputed, 
or choſen for that Service by the ſaid 
Meeting. | 


During their Yearly-meeting, to which 


their other Meetings refer in their Order, 
and 
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and naturally reſolve themſelves, Care 
is taken by a ſelect Number, for that Ser- 
vice, choſen by the general Aſſembly, 
to draw up the Minutes of the faid 
Meeting, upon the ſeveral Matters that 
have been under Conſideration therein, 
to the End that the reſpective Quarterly 
and Monthly-meetings may be informed 
of all Proceedings; together with a 
general Exhortation to Holineſs, Unity 
and Charity. Ofall which Proceedings 
in Yearly, Monthly and Quarterly-meet- 
ings, due Record is kept by ſome one 
appointed for that Service, or that hath 
voluntarily undertaken it. Theſe Meet- 
ings are opened and uſually concluded 
in their ſolemn waiting upon Gop, who 
is ſometimes gracioutly pleaſed to anſwer 
them with as , Evidences of His 
Love and Preſence, as in any of their 


Meetings of Worſhip. 


It is further to be noted, that in theſe 


fotemn Aſſemblies for the Churches Ser- 


vice, there is no one preſides among 
them after the Manner of the Aſſem- 
blies of other People; CHRIST only 
og their Pre/dent, as He is pleaſed to 


appear 


} 
4 
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appear in Life and Wiſdom in any one 
or more of them, to whom, whatever 
be their Capacity or Degree, the reſt 
adhere with a firm Unity, not of Autho- 
rity but Convittion, which is the divine 
Authority and Way of CuR1sT s Power 
and Spirit in His People: Making 
good His bleſſed Promiſe, That He 
would be in the Midſt of His, where and 
whenever they were met together in His 
Name, even to the End of the World. 
So be it. 


Now it may be expected, I ſhould 
here ſet down what Sort of Authority 
is exerciſed by this People, upon ſuch 
Members of their Society as correſpond 
not in their Lives with their Profeſſion, 
and that are refratory to this good and 
wholeſom Order ſettled among them; 
and the rather, becauſe they have not 
wanted their Reproach and Sufferings 
from ſome Tongues and Pens, upon this 
Occaſion, in a plentiful Manner. 


The Power they exerciſe, is ſuch as 
CHRIST has given to His own People, 


to the End of the World, in the Perſons 
of 
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of His Diſciples, viz. To over/ee, ex- 
hort, reprove, and after /ong ſuffering 
and wazting upon the Diſobedient and 
Refrattory, to diſown them, as any long- 
er of their Communton, or that they will 
ſtand charged with he Behaviour of 
ſuch Tranſgreſſors or their Converſation, 
as any of them, until they repent. The 
ſubject Matter about which this Autho- 
rity, in any of the foregoing Branches of 
it, is exerciſed, is i in Relation to com- 
mon and general Practice. And, ſecondly, 
about thoſe Things that more ſtrictly 
refer to their own Character and Pro- 
Feſſion, and which diſtinguiſh them from 
all other Profeſſors of CHriſtianity; avoid- 
ing two Extreams upon which many 
ſplit, viz. Perſecution and Libertiniſin, 
that is, a coercive Power to whip People 
into the Temple; that ſuch as will not 
conform, though againſt Faith and Con- 
ſcience, ſhall be puniſhed in their Per- 
ſons or Eſtates : Or leaving all looſe and 
at large, as to Practice; and ſo un- 
accountable to all but Gop and the 
Magiſtrate: To which hurtful Extream, 
nothing has more contributed than the 
| Abuſe 
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fer their Paſſion and private Intereſts to 
prevail with them, to carry it to out- 
ward Force and corporeal Puniſhment. 
A Practice they have been taught to 
diſlike, by their extream Sufferings, as 
well as their known Principle for an 
univerſal Liberty of Conſcience. 


On the other Hand, they equally diſ- 
like an Independency in Society. An Un- 
accountableneſs in Practice and Converſa- 
tion to the Rules and Terms of their 
own Communion, and to thoſe that are 
the Members of it. They diſtinguiſh 
between impoſing any Practice that 
immediately regards Faith or Worſhip, 
which is never to be done or ſuffered, 
or ſubmitted unto, and requiring CH- 
tian Co:npliance with thoſe Methods 
that only reſpect Church-Buſineſs in its 
more Civil Part and Concern ; and that 
regard the diſcreet and orderly Mainte- 
nance of the Character of the Society as 
a ſober and religious Community, In ſhort, 
what is for the Pro:aotion of Holineſs 
and Charity, that Men may practiſe 
what they profeſs, . live up to their own 

Principles, 
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Principles, and not be atLiberty to give 
the Lie to their own Profeſſion with- 
out Rebuke, is their U/e and Limit of 
Church Power. They compel none 70 
them, but oblige thoſe that are of them 


to walk ſuitable, or they are denied by 


them: That is all the Mark they ſet 
upon them, and the Power they exer- 
ciſe, or judge a Chriſtian Society can 
exerciſe upon thoſe that are Members 
of it. 


The Way of their Proceeding againſt 
ſuch as have lapſed or tranſgreſſed, is 
this: He is viſited by ſome of them, 
and the Matter of Fact laid home to 
him, be it any evil Practice againſt 
known and general Virtue, or any 
Branch of their particular Teſtimony, 
which he, in common, profeſſeth with 
them. They labour with him in much 
Love and Zeal, for the Good of his Soul, 
the Honour of Gop, and Reputation of 
their Profeſſion, to own his Fault and 
condemn it, in as ample a Manner as 
the Evil or Scandal was given by him; 
which for the moſt Part, 1s perform'd 
by ſome written Teſtimony under the 

Party's 


? 
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Party's Hand: And if it ſo happen, that 
the Party prove refrafory, and is not 
willing to clear the Truth they profeſs, 
from the Reproach of his or her evil 
Doing or Unfaithfulneſs, they after re- 
peated Entreaties and due Waiting for 
a Token of Repentance, give forth a 
Paper to diſown ſuch a Fact, and the 
Party offending : Recording the ſame as a 
Teſtimony of their Care for the Honour 
of the Truth they profeſs. 


And if he or ſhe ſhall clear their Pro- 
fefſion and themſelves, by ſincere Ac- 
knowledgment of their Fault, and godly 
Sorrow for ſo doing, they are received 
and looked upon again as Members of their 
Communion. For as Gop, ſo His true 
People, upbraid no Man after Repent- 
ance. 


This is the Account I had to give of 
the People of Gop called Quakers, as to 
their Riſe, Appearance, Principles and 
Practices in this Age of the World, both 
with reſpect to their Faith and Wor- 
ſhip, Diſcipline and Converſation. And 
I judge it very proper in this Place, 

becauſe 
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becauſe it is to Preface the Journal of 
the it bleſſed and glorious Inſtrument 
of this Work, and for a Teſtimony to 
him in his fingular Qualifications and 
Services, in which he abundantly ex- 
celled in this Day, and are worthy to be 
ſet forth as an Example to all ſucceeding 
Times, to the Glory of the Moſt High 
Gop, and for a juſt Memorial to that 
worthy and excellent Man, His faithful 


Servant and Apoſile to this Generation 
of the World. 


CHAP. 
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Of the firſt Inſtrument or Perſon by whom 
Gop was pleaſed to gather this People 
into the Way they profeſs. His Name 
GEORGE Fox: His many excellent 
Qualifications; ſhewing a divine, and 
not an human Power fo have been their 
Original in him. His Troubles and 
Sufferings both from without and with- 
in. His End and Triumph. 


Am now come to the third Head 

or Branch of my Preface, viz. The 
inſtrumental Author. For it is natural 
for ſome to ſay, Well, here is the People 
and Work, but where and who was the 
Man, the Inſirument ? He that in this 
Age was ſent to begin this Work and 
People ? I ſhall, as Gop ſhall enable me, 
declare who and what he was; not only 
by Report of others, but from my own 
long and moſt inward Converſe, and in- 
timate Knowledge of him ; for which 


Wy 
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my Soul Zle//eth Gop, as it hath often 
done: And I doubt not, but by that 
Time I have diſcharged myſelf of this 
Part of my Preface, my ſerious Readers 
will believe I had good Caule ſo to do. 


The bleſſed Inſtrument of, and in this 
Day of Gop, and of whom I am now 
about to write, was GEORGE Fox, diſ- 
tinguiſhed from another of that Name, 
by that other's Addition of younger to 
his Name, in all his Writings ; not that 
he was ſo in Years, but that he was fo 
in the Truth : But he was alſo a worthy 
Man, Witneſs and Servant of Gop in 
his Time. 


But this GeorGE Fox was born in 
Leiceſterſhire, about the Year 1624. He 
deſcended of honeſt and ſufficient Pa- 
rents, who endeavoured to bring him 
up, as they did the reſt of their Child- 
ren, in the Way and Worſhip of the 
Nation : Eſpecially his Mother, who 
was a Woman accompliſh'd above moſt 
of her Degree in the Place where ſhe 
* livd. But from a Child he appear'd of 
another Frame of Mind than the reſt of 

his 
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his Brethren ; being more religious, in- 
dard, till, ſolid, and obſerving beyond his 
Years, as the Anſwers he would give, 
and the Queſtions he would put, upon 
Occaſion, manifeſted, to the Aſtoniſh- 
ment of thoſe that heard him, eſpecially 
in divine Things. 


His Mother taking Notice of his An- 
gular Temper, and the Gravity, Wiſdom, 
and Pzety, that very early ſhined thro' 
him, refuſing C4:/d;/h and vain Sports 
and Company, when very young ; ſhe 
was tender and indulgent over him, fo 
that from her he met with little Diffi- 
culty. As to his Employment, he was 
brought up in Country Buſineſs, and as 
he took moſt Delight in Sheep, ſo he 
was very ſkilful in them; an Employ- 
ment that very well ſuited his Mind in 
ſeveral Reſpects, both for its Innocency 
and Solitude; and was a juſt Emblem of 
his after Miniſiry and Service. 


I ſhall not break in upon his own 
Account, which is by much the beſt that 
can be given, and therefore defire what ! 
can, to avoid ſaying any Thing of what 

is 
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is ſaid already, as to the particular Paſ- 
ſages of his coming forth : But, in ge- 
neral, when he was ſomewhat above 
Twenty, he left his Friends, and viſited 
the moſt retired and religious People in 
thoſe Parts: And ſome there were, 
ſhort of few if any, in this Nation, 250 
waited for the Conſolation of Iſrael, Night 
and Day ; as Zacharias, Anna, and good 
old Simeon did of old Time. To theſe 
he was ſent, and theſe he ſought out in 
the neighbouring Counties, and among 
them he ſojourned till his more ample 
Miniſtry came upon him. At this Time 
he taught, and was an Example of Silence, 
endeavouring to bring them from Self- 
performances: Teſtitying of, and turn- 
ing them to the Light of CHRIST within 
them, and encouraging them to wait in 
Patience, and to feel the Power of it to 
ſtir in their Hearts, that their Know- 
ledge and Worſhip of Gop might ſtand 
in the Power of an endleſs Life, which 
was to be found in the Light, as it was 
obeyed in the Manifeſtation of it in 
Man. For in the Word was Life, and 
that Life is the Light of Men. Life in 

the Word, Light in Men; and Lie in 
| Men 
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Men too, as the Light is obeyed : The 
Children of the Light living by the Life 
of the Word, by which the Word be- 
gets them again to Gop, which is the 
Regeneration and New Birth, without 
which there is no coming into the King- 
dom of Gop: And to which whoever 
comes, is greater than John ; that is, 
than John's Diſpenſation, which was 
not that of the Kingdom, but the Con- 
ſummation of the legal, and fore-run- 
ning of the Goſpel-Times, the Time of 
the Kingdom. Accordingly ſeveral Meet- 
ings were gathered in thoſe Parts ; and 


thus his Time was employed for ſome 
Years. 


In 1652, he being in nis uſual Re- 
tirement, his Mind exerciſed towards 
the LoRD, upon a very high Mountain 
in ſome of the hither Parts of York/brre, 
as I take it, he had a YVi/tation of the 
great Work of Gop in the Earth, and 
of the Way that he was to go forth in 
a public Miniſtry, to begin it. He ſaw 
People as thick as Motes in the Sun, 
that ſhould in Time be brought home 
to the LoRD, that there might be but 


one 
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one Shepherd and one Sheepfold in all 
the Earth. There his Eye was directed 
Northward, beholding a great People 
that ſhould receive him and his Meſlage 
in thoſe Parts. Upon this Mountain he 
was mov'd of the LoRD to ſound out His 


great and notable Day, as if he had been 


in a great Auditory ; and from thence 
went North, as the Lok PD had ſhewn 
him. And in every Place where he 
came, if not before he came to it, he 
had his particular Exerciſe and Service 
/hewn to him, ſo that the Lorp was 


his Leader indeed. For it was not in 


vain that he travelled; Gop in molt 
Places ſcaling his Commiſſion with the 
Convincement of ſome of all Sorts, as 
well Publicans as ſober Profeſſors of Re- 
ligion. Some of the firſt and moſt emi- 
nent of thoſe that came forth in a pub- 
lick Miniſtry, and which are now at 
Reſt, were Richard Farnſworth, Fames 
Naylor, William Dewſberry, Thomas Al- 
dam, Francis Howgil, Edward Burroughs, 
John Camm, John Audland, Richard Hub- 
berthorn, J. Taylor, T. Holmes, Alexan- 
der Parker, William Simſon, William Ca- 
ton, John Stubbs, Robert Withers, Thomas 

Low, 
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Low, Jofiah Coale, John Burnyeat, Ro- 
bert Lodge, Thomas Salthouſe, and many 
more Worthies, that cannot be well 
here nam'd ; together with divers yet 
living of the firſt and great Convince- 
ment; who after the Knowledge of 
God's purging Judgment in themſelves, 
and ſome Time of waiting in Silence 
upon Him, to feel and receive Power from 
on high to ſpeak in His Name, which 
none elſe rightly can, though they may 
uſe the ſame Words. They felt its 
divine Motions, and were frequently 
drawn forth, eſpecially to viſit the pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, to reprove, inform and 
exhort them: Sometimes in Markets, 
Fairs, Streets, and by the Highway-/ide 
calling People to Repentance, and to 
turn to the LoRD with their Hearts as 
well as their Mouths ; directing them to 
the Light of CUuRIST within them, to 
lee, examine, and confider their Ways 
by, and to e/chew the Evil, and do the 
good and acceptable Will of Gop. And 
they ſuffered great Hardſhips for this 
their Love and Good-will ; being zen 
ſtocht, ſtoned, beaten, whipt and impriſon- 
ed, though honeſt Men, and of good 

E Report 
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Report where they lived; that had left 
Wives, Children, and Houſes and Lands, 
to viſit them with a /ving Call to Re- 
pentance, And though the Prieſis ge- 
nerally ſet themſelves to oppoſe them, 
and writ againſt them, and infinuated 
molt falſe and ſcandalous Stories to de- 
fame them ; ſtirring up the Magiſtrates 
to ſuppreſs them, eſpecially in thoſe 
Northern Parts; yet Gop was pleaſed fo 
to fill them with His living Power, and 
give them ſuch an open Door of Utter- 
ance in His Service, that there was a 
mighty Convincement over thoſe Parts. 


And through the tender and fingu- 
lar Indulgence of Judge Bradſhaw and 
Judge Fell, and Colonel Weſt, in the In- 
fancy of Things, the Prieſts were never 
able to gain the Point they laboured for, 
which was to have proceeded 7o Blood ; 
and, if poſſible, Herod like, by a cruel 
Exerciſe of the Civil Power, to have cut 
them off, and rooted them out of the 
Country. But eſpecially Judge Fell, who 
was not only a Check to their Rage in 
the Courſe of legal Proceedings, but 
otherwiſe upon Occaſion ; and finally 
countenanced 
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countenanced this People. For his Wife 
receiving the Truth with the firſt; it had 
that Influence upon his Spirit, being a 
juſt and wiſe Man, and ſeeing in his 
own Wife and Family a full Confuta- 
tion of all the popular Clamours againſt 
the Way of Truth, that he covered them 
what he could, and freely opened his 
Doors, and gave up his Houſe to his 
Wife and her Friends; not valuing the 
Reproach of ignorant or evil- minded 
People; which I here mention to his 
and her Honour, and which will be, I 
believe, an Honour and a Bleſing to ſuch 
of * Name and Family, as ſhall be 
found in that Terderneſs, Humility, Love, 
and Zeal for the Truth and People of the 
LoRD. 


That Houſe was for ſome Years, at 
firſt eſpecially, 'till the Truth had opened 
its Way into the Southern Parts of this 
Ifland, an eminent Receptacle of this 
People. Others, of good Note and Sub- 
ſtance in thoſe Northern Countries, had 
allo opened their Houſes, together with 
their Hearts, to the many Publiſbers, 
that, in a ſhort Time, the Lord had 

E 2 raiſed 
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raiſed to declare his Salvation to the 


People; and where Meetings of the 


LoRD's Meſſengers were frequently held, 
to communicate their Servites and Ex- 
erciſes, and comfort and edify one an- 


other 1 in their Seed Miniſtry. 


But leſt this may be thought a Di- 
greſſion, having touch'd upon this before, 
1 feturn to this excellent Man: And for 
his perſonal Qualities, both natural, mo- 
ral and divine, as they appeared in his 


Converſe with the Brethren, and in the 
Church of Gop, take as follows: 


I. He was a Man that Gop endued 
with a clear and wonderful Depth: A 
Diſcerner of other's Spirits, and very 
much a Maſter of his own. And tho' 
that Side of his Underſtanding which 
lay next to the World, and eſpecially 
the Expreſſion of it, might ſound uncouth 


and unfaſbionable to nice Ears, his Mat- 


ter was nevertheleſs very profound; and 
would not only bear to be often conſi- 
der'd, but the more it was ſo, the more 
weighty and inſtructing it appear d. And 
as abruptly and brokenly as ſometimes his 

Sentences 
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Sentences would ſeem to fall from him, 
about divine Things, it is well known 
they were often as Texts to many fairer 
Declarations. And indeed it ſhewed, 
beyond all Contradiction, that Gop /ent 
him ; in that no Art or Parts had any 
Share in the Matter or Manner of his 
Miniſtry ; and that ſo many great, excel- 
lent and neceſſary Truths, as he came 
forth to preach to Mankind, had there- 
fore nothing of Man's Wit or Wiſdom to 
recommend them. So that as to Man he 
was an Original, being no Man's Copy. 
And his Miniſtry and Writings ſhew they 
are from one that was not taught of Man, 
nor had learned what he ſaid by Study. 
Nor were they notional or ſpeculative, 
but /en/ible and practical Truths, tending 
to Conver/ton and Regeneration, and the 
ſetting up of the Kingdom of Gop in the 
Hearts of Men: And the Way of it was 
his Work. So that I have many Times 
been overcome in myſelf, and been made 
to ſay, with my LorD and MASTER, 
upon the like Occaſion, I thank Thee, O 
FATHER, LoRD of Heaven and Earth, 
that Thou haſt hid theſe Things from the 
wiſe and prudent of this World, and re- 

E 3 vealed 
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vealed them to Babes: For many Times 
hath my Soul bowed in an humble Thank- 
fulneſs to the LorD, that He did not 
chooſe any of the Wiſe and Learned of 
this World to be the ii Meſſenger in 
our Age, of Hrs bleſſed Truth to Men; 
but that He took one that was not of 
high Degree, or elegant Speech, or learned 
after the Way of this World, that His 
Meſſage and Work He ſent him to do, 
might come with % Suſpicion, or Jea- 
louſy of human Wiſdom and Intereſt, 
and with more Force and Clearneſs upon 
the Conſciences of thoſe that ſincerely 
ſought the Way of Truth in the Love of 
it. I fay, beholding with the Eye of 
my Mind, which the Gop of Heaven 
had opened in me, the Marks of Gop's 
Finger and Hand vy in this Teſti- 
mony, from the Clearneſs of the Prin- 
ciple, the Power and Efficacy of it, in 
the exemplary Sobriety, Plainneſs, Zeal, 
Steadineſs, Humility, Gravity, Punctu- 
ality, Charity, and circumſpect Care in 
the Government of Church Affairs, 
which ſhined in his and their Life and 
Teſtimony that Gop employed in this 
Work, it greatly confirmed me that it 

Was 


Of. the People called Quakers. 93 


was of Gop, and engaged my Soul in a 
deep Love, Fear, Reverence and Thank- 
fulneſs for his Love and Mercy therein 
to Mankind : In which Mind I remain, 
and ſhall, I hope, through the LorDy's - 
Strength, to the End of my Days. 


II. In his Teftimony or Miniſtry, he 
much laboured to open Truth to the 
Peoples Underſtandings, and to bottom 
them upon the Principle and Principal, 
CuRIST Jesus the Light of the World ; 
that by bringing them to ſomething 
that was from Gop in themſelves, they 
might the better know and judge of 
Him and themſelves. 


III. He had an extraordinary Gift in 
opening the Scriptures. He would go to 
the Marrow of Things, and ſhew the 
Mind, Harmony and fulfilling of them 
with much Plainneſs, and to great Com- 
fort and Edification. 


IV. The Myſtery of the f and ſe- 
cond Adam, of the Fall and Reſtoration 
of the Law and Goſpel, of Shadows and 
Subſtance, of the Servant's and Son's 
E 4 State, 
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State, and the fulfilling of the Scriptures 
in CHRIsT and by CHRIST the true 
Light, in all that are His, through the 
Obedience of Faith, were much of the 
Subſtance and Drift of his Teſtimonies. 
In all which he was witneſſed to be of 
Gop; being ſenſibly felt to ſpeak that 
which he had received of CHRIST, and 
was his own Experience in that which 
never errs nor fails. 


V. But above all, he excelled in 
Prayer. The Inwardnefs and Weight 
of his Spirit, the Reverence and So/emni- 
ty of his Addreſs and Behaviour, and 
the Fewneſs and Fulneſs of his Words, 
have often ſtruck even Strangers with 
Admiration, as they uſed to reach others 
with Conſolation. The moſt awful, liu- 
ing, reverent Frame J ever felt or beheld, 
I muſt ſay, was his in Prayer. And 
truly it was a Teſtimony he knew and 
lived nearer to the LoRD than other 
Men; for they that know Him moſt, 
will ſee moſt Reaſon to approach Him 
with Reverence and Fear. 


VI. He 
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VI. He was of an innocent Life, no 
Buſy-body, nor Self- ſeeker ; neither touchy 
nor critical; What fell from him was 
very :noffen/ive, if not very edifying. So 
meek, contented, modeſt, eaſy, ſteady, ten- 
der ; it was a Pleaſure to be in his Com- 
pany. He exerciſed no Authority but 
over Evil, and that every where, and in 
all; but with Love, Compaſſion, and 
Long-ſuffering. A moſt merciful Man, 
as ready to forgive, as unapt to take or 
give an Offence. Thouſands can truly 
ſay, he was of an excellent Spirit and 
Sa vour among them, and becauſe there- 
of, the moſt excellent Spirits loved him 
with an unfeigned and unfading Love. 


VII. He was an zc:f/ant Labourer : 
For in his younger Time, before his 
many, great and deep Sufferings and 
Travels had enfeebled his Body tor iti- 
nerant Services, he /aboured much in the 
Word and Doctrine, and Diſcipline, in 
England, Scotland and Ireland ; turning 
many to Gop, and confirming thoſe that 
were convinced of the Truth and ſettling 
good Order, as to Church Affairs, among 
them. And towards the Concluſion of 

E 5 Bis, 
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his travelling Service, between the Years 
1671 and 1677, he viſited the Churches 
of CHRIST in the Plantations in Ame- 
rica, and in the united Provinces, and 
Germany, as his Journal relates; to 
the Convincement and Conſolation of 
many. After that Time, he chiefly re- 
ſided in and about the City of London : 
And beſides his Labour in the Miniſtry, 
which was frequent and ſerviceable, he 
writ much, both to them that are within, 
and thoſe that are without the Com- 
munion. But the Care he took of the 
Affairs of the Church in general was 
very great. 


VIII. He was often where the Records 
of the Buſineſs of the Church are kept, 
and where the Letters from the many 
Meetings of God's People over all the 
World uſe to come: Which Letters he 
had read to him, and communicated 
them to the Meeting, that is weekly 
held for ſuch Services; and he would 
be ſure to ſtir then up to aniwer them, 
eſpecially in ſuffering Caſes : Shewing 
great Sympathy and Compaſſion upon 
all ſuch Occaſions ; carefully looking 


into 
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into the reſpective Caſes, and endeavour- 
ing ſpeedy Relief, according to the Na- 
ture of them. So that the Churches, or 
any of the ſuffering Members thereof, 
were ſure not to be forgotten or delayed 
in their Deſires, if he was there. 


IX. As he was unwearied, ſo he was 
undaunted in his Services for God and 
his People; he was no more to be 
moved to Fear than to Wrath. His 
Behaviour at Derby, Lichfield, Appleby, 
before Oliver Cromwell, at Launceſton, 
Scarborough, Worceſter, and Weſiminſter- 
hall, with many other Places and Exer- 
ciſes, did abundantly evidence it, to his 
Enemies as well as his Friends. 


But as, in the primitive Times, ſome 
role up againſt the S/e//ed Apo/tles of our 
Lokp JESUS CHRIST, even from amon 
thoſe that they had turned to the Hope 
of the Goſpel, and they became their 
greateſt Trouble ; ſo this Man of Gop 
had Hie Share of Suffering from ſome 
that were convinced by him, who, thro* 
Prejudice or Miſtake, ran againſt him, 
as one that ſought Dominion over Con- 

{cience, 
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ſcience, becauſe he preſt, by his Preſence 
or Epiſtles, a ready and zealous Com- 
pliance with ſuch good and wholeſome 
Things, as tended to an oraerly Conver- 
ſation about the Affairs of the Church, 
and in their walking before Men. 
That which contributed much to this 
ill Work, was, in ſome, a begrudging of 
this meek Man, the Love and Eſteem 
he had and deſerved in the Hearts of 
the People; and Weakneſs in others, 
that were taken with their groundleſs 


Suggeſtions of Impgſition and blind 
Obedience. 


They would have had every Man in- 
dependent, that as he had the Principle in 
himſelf, he ſhould only ſtand and fall to 
that, and no Body elſe: Not conſider- 
ing that the Principle is one in all; and 
though the Meaſure of Light or Grace 
might der, yet the Nature of it was 
the ame; and being ſo, they ſtruck 
at the ſpiritual Unity which a People, 
guided by the ſame Principle, are natu- 
rally led into: So that what is an Evil 
to one, is ſo to all; and what is virtuous, 
honeſt, and of good Repute to one, is 

ON 10 
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ſo to all, from the Senſe and Savour of 
the one univerſal Principle which is 
common to all, and which the Dia 
fected allo profeſs to be the Root of all 
true Chriſtian Fellowſhip, and that Spi- 
rit into which the People of Gop drink, 
and come to be ſpiritually-minded, and 
of one Heart and one Soul. 


Some weakly miſtook good Order in 
the Government of Church Affairs, for 
Diſcipline in Worſhip, and that it was ſo 
preſt or recommended by him and other 
Brethren. And thereupon they were 
ready to reflect the ſame Things that 
Diiſſenters had very reaſonably objected 
upon the National Churches, that have 
coercively preſſed Conformity to their re- 
ſpective Creeds and Worſbips. Whereas 
theſe Things related wholly to Conver ſa- 
tion, and the outward, and as I may ſay, 
Civil Part of the Church; that Men 
ſhould walk up to the Principles of 
their Belief, and not be wanting in Care 
and Charity. But though ſome have 
ſtumbled and fallen through Miſtakes, 
and an unreaſonable Obſtinacy even to 
a Prejudice; yet bleſſed be Gop, the 

generality 
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generality have returned to their Hr 
Love, and ſeen the Work of the Enemy, 
that loſes no Opportunity or Advantage 
by which he may check or hinder the 
Work of Gop, and diſquiet the Peace 
of His Church, and chill the Love of 
His People to the Truth, and one to 
another ; and there is Hope of divers of 
the few that yet are at a Diſtance. 


In all theſe Occaſions, though there 
was no Perſon the Diſcontented ſtruck fo 
ſharply at, as this good Man, he bore 
all their Weakneſs and Prejudice, and 
returned not Reflection for Reflection; 
but forgave them their weak and bitter 
Speeches, praying for them, that they 
might have a Senſe of their Hurt, and 
ſee the Subtilty of the Enemy to rend 
and divide, and return into their firſt 
Love that thought no ill. 


And truly I muſt ſay, that though 
Gop had viſibly clothed him with a 
divine Preference and Authority, and in- 
deed his very Preſence expreſt a religious 
Majeſty, yet he never abuſed it; but 
held his Place in the Church of Gop 

with. 
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with great Meekneſs, andamoſt engaging 
Humility and Moderation. For upon all 
Occaſions, like his bleſſed MASTER, he 
was a Servant to all; holding and ex- 
erciſing his Elderſhip in the inviſible 
Power that had gathered them, with 
Reverence to the Heap and Care over 
the Body : And was received, only in 
that Spirit and Power of CHRIST, as the 
firſt and chief Elder in this Age: Who, 
as he was therefore worthy of double 
Honour, ſo for the ſame Reaſon it was 
given by the Faithful of this Day ; be- 
cauſe his Authority was inward and not 
outward, and that he got it and kept it 
by the Love of God, and Power of an 
endleſs Life. I write my Knowledge, 
and not Report, and my Witneſs is true; 
having been with him for Weeks and 
Months together on divers Occaſions, 
and thoſe of the neareſt and moſt exer- 
ciſing Nature; and that by Night and 
by Day, by Sea and by Land; in this 
and in foreign Countries: And I can 
ſay, I never ſaw him out of his Place, 
or not a Match for every Service or 
Occaſion. 


For 
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For in all Things he acquitted him- 
ſelf like a Man, yea, a ſtrong Man, a 
new and Heavenly-minded Man, a Di- 
vine and a Naturaliſt, and all of Gop 
ALMIGHTY 's making. I have been ſur- 
priſed at his Queſtions and Anſwers in 
natural Things: That whilſt he was ig- 
norant of uſeleſs and ſophiſtical Science, 
he had in him the Grounds of uſeful 
and commendable Knowledge, and che- 
riſh'd it every where. Civil, beyond all 
Forms of breeding in his Behaviour : 
Very temperate, eating little, and ſleep- 
ing leſs, though a bulky Perſon. 


Thus he lived and ſojourned among 
us: And as he lived ſo he died; feeling 
the ſame eternal Power, that had raiſed 
and preſerved him, in his laſt Moments. 
So full of Aſſurance was he, that he tri- 
umph'd over Death; and ſo even in 
his Spirit to the laſt, as if Death were 
hardly worth Notice, or a Mention :. 
Recommending to ſome of us with him, 
the Diſpatch and Diſperſion of an Epiſtle 
juſt before given forth by him to the 
Churches of CuRIST throughout the 
World, and his own Books : But above 
all, 
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in Ireland and America, twice over, 
ſaying, Mind poor Friends in Ireland 
and America, 


And to ſome that came in and en- 
quired how he found himſelf, he an- 
ſwered, Never heed, the LokD's Power 
i over all Weakneſs and Death; the 
Seed reigns, bleſſed be the LoRv : Which 
was about four or five Hours before his 
Departure out of this World. He was 
at the great Meeting near Lombard-ſtreet, 
on the Firſt-day of the Week, and it 
was the Third following about ten at 
Night when he left us; being at the 
Houſe of Henry Goldney in the ſame 
Court. In a good old Age he went, 
after having lived to ſee bs Childrens 
Children in the Truth to many Genera- 
' tions, He had the Comfort of a ſhort 
illneſs, and the Bleſſing of a clear Senſe 
to the laſt: And we may truly ſay, with 
a Man of Gop of old, That being dead, 
he yet ſpeaketh : And though now ab- 
ſent in Body, he is preſent in Spirit; 
neither Time nor Place being able to 


interrupt the Communion of Saints, or 
diſſolve 
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diſſolve the Fellowſhips of the Spirits of 
the Juſt. His Works praiſe him, be- 
cauſe they are to the Praiſe of Him that 
wrought by him ; for which his Me- 
morial is and ſhall be bleſſed. I have 
done, as to this Part of my Preface, 
when J have left this ſhort Epitaph to 
his Name; Many Sons have done virtu- 
oully in this Day; but, dear GEORGE, 
thou excelleſt them all. 


CHAP. 
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— 


CH A P. VI. 


Containing Five ſeveral Exhortations : 
Firſt, general, reminding this People 
of their primitive Integrity and Sim- 
plicity. Secondly, in particular, to the 
Miniſtry. Thirdly, to the Young Con- 
vinced. Fourfthly, to the Children of 
Friends. Fifth, to thoſe that are yet 
Strangers 70 His People and Way, to 
whom this Book, and that it was Pre- 
face to in its former Edition, may 
come. All the ſeveral Exhortations ac- 
commodated to their ſeveral States and 
Conditions; that all may anſwer the 
End of Gop's Glory, and their own 


Salvation. 


ND now, Friends, you that pro- 
feſs to walk in the Way that this 
bleſſed Man was ſent of Gop to turn us 
into, ſuffer, I beſeech you, the Word of 
Exhortation, as well Fathers as Children, 
and Elders as young Men. The Glory of 
g the 
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this Day, and Foundation of the Hope 
that has not made us aſhamed ſince we 
were a People, you know, is that bleſſed 
Principle of Light and Life of CHRIS 
which we profeſs, and direct all People 
to, as the great and divine Inſtrument 
and Agent of Man's Converſion to Gop. 
It was by this that we were firſt touch- 


ed, and effectually enlightned, as to our 


inward State; which put us upon the 
Conſideration of our latter End, cauſing 
us to ſet the Lok o before our Eyes, and 
to number our Days, that we might 
apply our Hearts to Wiſdom. In that 
Day we judged not after the Sight of 
the Eye, or after the Hearing of the 
Ear, but according to the Light and 
Senſe this bleſſed Principle gave us, ſo we 
Judged and acted in Reference to Things 
and Perſons, ourlelves and others ; yea, 
towards God our Maker. For being 
quickened by it in our :nward Man, we 
could eaſily diſcern the Difference of 
Things, and feel what was right and 
what was wrong, and what was fit and 
what not, both in Reference to Religion 
and Civil Concerns, That being the 
Ground of the nnn of all Saints, 
it 
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it was in that our Fellowſhip ſtood. In 
this we defired to have a Senſe of one 
another, acted towards one another, and 


all Men; in Love, Fa:thfulneſs and Fear. 


In feeling of the Stirrings and Moti- 
ons of this Principle in our Hearts, we 
drew near to the LoRD, and waited to 
be prepared by it, that we might feel 
Drawings and Movings before we ap- 
roached the LoRD in Prayer, or open'd 
our Mouths in Miniſtry. And in our be- 
ginning and ending with he ſtood our 
Comfort, Service and Ediſication. And 
as we ran faſter or fell ſhort in our Ser- 
vices, we made Burthens for ourſelves 
to bear; finding in ourſelves a Rebuke 
inſtead of an Acceptance; and in lieu 


of Well-done, Who has required this at 


your Hands? In that Day we were an 
exerciſed People, our very Counte- 
nances and Deportment declared it. 


Care for others was then much upon 
us, as well as for ourſelves ; eſpecially 
of the young Convinced. Often had we 
the Burthen of the Word of the LoR D to 
our Nerghbours, Relations and Acquaint- 

ance; 
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ance ; and ſometimes Strangers alſo. We 
were in Trayail likewiſe for one anothers 
Preſervation ; not ſeeking, but ſhunnin 
Occaſions of any Coldnets or Miſunder- 
ſtanding : Treating one another as thoſe 
that believed and felt Gop preſer?, 
Which kept our Converſation innocent, 
ſerious and weighty ; guarding ourſelves 
againſt the Cares and Friendſhips of the 
World. We held the Truth in the Spt- 
rit of it, and not in our own Spirits, or 
after our own Wills and en. 


They were bowed and brought into 
Subjection, inſomuch that it was viſible to 
them that knew us. We did not think 
ourſelves at our own Diſpoſal, to go 
where we liſt, or ſay or do what we liſt 
or when we liſt. Our Liberty ſtood in 
the Liberty of the Spirit of Truth ; and 
no Pleaſure, no Profit, no Fear, no Fa- 
vour could draw us from this retired, 
ſtrict and watchful Frame. We were fo 
far from ſeeking Occaſions of Company, 
that we avoided them what we could ; 
purſuing our own Bulineſs with Mode- 
ration, inſtead of medling with other 
Peoples unneceſſarily. 

Our 
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Our Words were few and ſavoury, our 
Looks compoſed and weighty, and our 
wholeDeportmentvery obſervable. True 
it is, that this retired and ſtrict Sort of 
Life from the Liberty of the Converſa- 
tion of the World, expoſed us to the 
Cenſures of many as Humouriſts, con- 
ceited and Self-righteous Perſons, &c. 
But it was our Preſervation from many 
Snares, to which others were continual- 
ly expoſed, by the Prevalency of the 
Luſt of the Eye, the Luſt of the Fleſh, 
and the Pride of Life, that wanted no 
Occaſionsor Temptations toexcite them 
abroad in the Converſe of the World. 


Il cannot forget the Humility and chaſte 

Zeal of that Day. O! how conſtant at 
Meetings! how retrred in them] how 
firm to Truth's Life, as well as Truth's 
Principles] And how entire and united 
in our Communion ! as indeed be- 
came thoſe that profeſs one Head, even 
CHRIsT JEsus the LoRp. 


This being the Teſtimony and Exam- 
ple the Man of Gop, before-mentioned, 
was ſent to declare and leave amongſt 


us, 
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us, and we having embraced the ſame, 
as the merciful Viſitation of Gon to us, 
the Word of Exhortation at this Timeis, 
That we continue to be found in the Way 
of this Teſtimony, with all Zeal and In- 
regrity, and ſo much the more, by how 
r the Day draweth near. 


And fir, as to you my beloved and 
much honoured Brethren in CHRIST, that 
are in the Exerciſe of the Miniſtry: O, 
feel Life in your Miniſtry ! Let Life 
be your Commiſion, your Well-ſpring 
and Treaſury on all ſuch Occaſions ; 
elſe, you well know, there can be no 
| begetting to Gov, ſince nothing can 

uicken or make People alive to Gop, 
but the Life of Gop. And it muſt be 
a Miniſtry in and from Life, that en- 
livens any People to Gop. We have 
ſeen the Fruit of all other Miniſtries, by 
the few that are /urned from the Evil of 
their Ways. It is not our Parts, or 
Memory, the Repetition of former Open- 
inge, in our own Will and Time, that 
will do Gop's Work. A dry doctrinal. 
Miniſtry, however ſound in Words, can 


reach but the Ear, and is but a Dream 
at 
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at the beſt : There is another Soundneſs, 
that is ſoundeſt of all, vg. CHRIST Fe 
Power of Gop. This is the Key of 
David that opens, and none ſhuts ; and 
ſhuts, and none can open : As the Oil to 
the Lamp, and the Soul to the Body, 
ſo is that to the beſt of Words. Which 
made CnR1sT to ſay, My Words, they 
are Spirit, and they are Life; that is, 
they are from Life, and theretore they 
make you alive, that receive them. If 
the Diſciples that had lived with J=svs, 
were to ſtay at Jeruſalem till they re- 
ceived it; much more muſt we voait 10 
receive before we miniſter, if we will 
turn People from Darkneſs to Light, 
and from Satan's Power to Gop. 


I fervently bow my Knees to the Gop 
andFATHERofourLokD])JEsUsCHRIST, 
that you may always be like minded, 
that you may ever wart reverently, for 
the Coming and Opening of the Word 
of Life, and attend upon it in your 
Miniſtry and Service, that you ma 
ſerve Gop in His Spirit. And be it lit- 
tle or be it much, it is well; for much is 


not too much, and the leaſt is enough, 
F it 
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if from the Motion of Gop's Spirit ; 


and without it, verily, never ſo little 


is too much, becauſe to no Profit. 


For it is the Spirit of the Lox D im- 
mediately, or through the Miniſtry of His 
Servants, that teacheth His Peale to 
profit; and to be ſure, ſo far as we take 
Him along with us in our Services, fo 
far we are profitable and no farther. 
For if it be the Loxp that muſt work 
all Things in us for our Salvation, 
much more is it the Lokp that muſt 
work in us for the Converſian of others. 
If therefore it was once a Croſs to us 
to ſpeak, though the Lok p required it 
at our Hands, let it never be ſo to be 


filent, when he does not. 


It is one of the molt dreadful Sayings 
in the Book of Gop, That he that adds 
to the Words of the Prophecy of this Book, 
Gon will add to him the Plagues written 
in this Book. To keep back the Counſel 
of God, is as, terrible; for he that takes 
away from the Word's of the Book of this 
Prophecy, Gow fhall take away his Part 
out of the Book of Life. Ana truly, it 


has 
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has great Caution in it, to thoſe that uſe 

the Name of the LoRD, to be well aſ- 
ſured the Lox D ſpeaks, that they may 
not be found of the Number of thoſe 
that add to the Words of the Teſtimo- 
ny of Prophecy, which the Lorp giv- 
eth them to bear ; nor yet to mince or 


diminiſh the ſame, both being ſo very 
offenſive to Gop. 


Wherefore, Brethren, let us be care- 
ful, neither to 07-go our Guide, nor yet 
loiter behind him; ſince he that makes 
Haſte, may miſs his Way, and he that 
ſtays behind, loſe his Guide. For even 
thoſe that have received the Word of 
the Lok p, had need wart for Wiſdom, 
that they may ſee how to divide the 
Word aright + Which plainly implieth, 
that it is poſſible for one that hath re- 
ceived the Word of the Lok p, to miſs 
in the dividing and Application of it, 
which muſt come from an Impatiency 
of Spirit, and a Self-working, which 
makes an unſound and dangerous Mix- 
ture, and will hardly beget a right- 
minded living People to Gop. 


F 2 I am 
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I am earne{ſt in this above all other 
Conſiderations, as to pub/ick Brethren ; 
well knowing how much it goncerns 
the preſent and future State and Preſer- 
vation of the Church of CHRIST JEsus, 
that has been gathered and built up by 
a kving and powerful Miniſtry, that the 
Miniſtry be held, preſerved, and con- 
tinued in the Manifeſtations, Motions 
and Supplies of the /ame Lyfe and 
Power, trom Time to Time. 


And where-ever it is obſerved, that 
any do miniſter more from Gzfts and 
Parts, than Life and Power, tho' they 
have an enlightened and doctrinal Un- 
derſtanding, let them in Time be ad- 


viſed and admoniſhed for their Preſer- 


vation, becauſe inſenſibly ſuch will 
come to depend upon a Self-ſufficriency 
to forſake CHRIS the living Fountain, 
and hew out unto themſelves Ci/terns 
that will hold no Ig Waters: And 
by Degrees, ſuch will come to draw 
others from waiting upon the Gift of 
Gob in themſelves, and to feel it in 
others, in order to their Strength and 
Refreſhment, td wait upon them, and to 

turn 
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turn from Gop to Man again, and fo 
make Shipwreck of the Faith once de- 
livered go the Saints, and of a good 
Conſcience towards Gop ; which are 
only kept by that divine Gift of Life 
that begat the one, and awakened and 
11aCtined the other in the Beginning. 


Nor is it enough, that we have 419207 
the divine Gift, and in it have reached 
to the Spirits in Prijon, and been the 
Inſtruments of the convincing of others 
of the Way of Gop, if we keep not as 
low and poor in oarſelves, and as de- 
pending upon the LoRD, as ever: Since 
no Memor , no Repetitions of former 
Openings, Revelations or Enjoyments, 
will bring a Soul to Gop, or afford Bread 
to the Hungry, or ater to the Thirſty, 
unleſs Life go with what we ſay, and 
that muſt be wazzed for. 


O that we may have no other Foun- 
tain, Treaſure or Dependence! That none 
may preſume at any rate to act of 
themſelves for Gop, becauſe they have 
long acted from Gop; that we may not 
ſupply Want of Waiting with our own 

F 3 Wiſdom, 
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Wiſdom, or think that we may take 
leſs Care and more Liberty in ſpeaking 
than formerly ; and that where we do 
not feel the LoRy by His Power, to 
open us and enlarge us, whatevcr be 
the Expectation of the People, or has 
been our cuſtomary Supply and Cha- 
rafter, we may not exceed or fill up 
the Time with our own. 


I hope we ſhall ever remember, who 
it was that faid, Of oe you can 
do nething : Our Sufficiency is in Him. 
And it we are not to {peak our own 
Words, or take Thought what we ſhould 
ſay to Men in our Defence, when ex— 
poſed for our Teſtimony, ſurely w 
ought to ſpeak none of our wn Words, 
or Tate Thought what we (hall ſay in our 
Teſtimony and Miniſtry, in the Name 
of our Loh p, to the Sculs of the People; 
for then of all Times, and of all other 
Occaſions, ſhould it be fulfilled in us, 
or it ts not you that ſpeak, but the Spirit 
of my FATHER that Jpeaketh i in you. 


And indeed, the Miniſtry of the Spi- 
711, muſt and does keep its Analogy and 
Agreement 
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Agreement with the Birth of the Spzrit, 
that as no Man can inherit the Kingdom 
of GoD, wnleſs he be born of the Spirit; 
ſo no Miniſtry can beget a Soul to Gop, 
but that which is from the Spirit, For 
this, as I ſaid before, the Diſciples 
waited before they went forth; and in 
this our elder Brethren and Mleſſengers 
of Gop in our Day, waited, vijited and 
reached te us; and having begun in the 
Spirit, let none ever hope or ieck to be 
made perfect in the Fir, 5 For what is 
the Fleſ to the Spi it, or the Cyajf to 
tne Wheat? And if we keep in the 
Spirit, we thall keep in the Unzty of it, 
which is the Ground of true Fellowſhip. 
For by drinking into that one Spirit, we 
are made one People to Gop, and by it 
we are continued in tne Unity of tne 
Faith, and the Bond of Peace. No 
Envying, no Bitterneſs, no Strife, can 
have place with us. We ſhall watch 
always for Good, and not for Evil, one 
over another, and rejoice exceedingly, 
and .not begradge at one another's In- 
creaſe in the Riches of the Grace with 
which God repleniſheth His faithful 


Servants. 


F 4 And 
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And Brethren, as to you is committed 
the Diſpenſation of the Oracles of Gop, 
which give you frequent Opportunities, 
and great Place with the People among 
whom you travel, I beſcech you, that 
you would not think it ſufficient to de- 
clare the Word of Life in their A/em- 
blies, however edifying and comfort- 
able ſuch Opportunities may be to you 
and them: But, as was the Practice of 
the Man of Gop, before mentioned, in 
great Meaſure when among us, inquire 
the State of the ſeveral Churches you 
viſit; who among them are afli#ed or 
ick, who are tempted, and it any are 
unfaithful or ob/tinate ; and endeavour 
to iſſue thoſe Things in the Wi/dom and 
Power of Gop, which will be a glorious 
Crown upon your Miniſtry. As that pre- 
pares your Way in the Hearts of the 
People, to receive you as Men of Gop, 
ſo it gives you Credit with them to do 
them Good by your Advice in other 
Reſpects; the Afllicted will be comforted 
by you, the Tempted (ſtrengthened, the 
Sick refreſhed, the faithful convicted 
and reſtored, and ſuch as are ob/tinate, 
ſoftned and fitted for Reconciliation ; 

which 
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which is clinching the Nail, and apply- 
ing and faſtning the general Teſtimony, 
by this particular Care of the ſeveral 
Branches of it, in Reference to them 
more immediately concerned in it. 


For though good and wiſe Men, and 
Elders too, may reſide in ſuch Places, 
who are of Worth and Importance in 
the general, and in other Places; yet it 
does not always follow, that they may 
have the Room they deſerve in the 
Hearts of the People they live among ;. 
or ſome particular Occaſion may make 
it unfit for him or them to uſe that 
Authority. But you that travel as Gop's 
Meſſengers, if they receive you in the 
greater, ſhall they refuſe you in the leſs? 
And if they own the general Teſtimony, 
can they withſtand the particular Appli- 
cation of it in their owa Caſes ? Thus 
ye will ſhew yourſelves Workmen in- 
deed, and carry your Buſineſs before 
you, to the Praiſe of His Name, that 
hath called you from Darkneſs to Light, 
that you might turn others from Satan's 
Power unto GopD and His Kingdom, 
which is within, And O that there 

# were. 


— — —— — — 
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were more of ſuch faithful Labourers in 
the Vineyard of the Lox D! Never more 
Need ſince the Day of Gop. 


Wherefore I cannot but cry and call 
aloud to you, that have been long Pro- 


feſſors of the Truth, and know the Truth 


in the convincing Power of it, and have 
had a ſober Converſation among Men, 
yet content yourſelves only to know 
Truth for yourſelves, to go to Meetings, 
and exerciſe an ordinary Charity in the 
Church, and an honeſt Behaviour in the 
World, and limit yourſelves within thoſe 
Bounds ; feeling little or no Concern 
upon your Spirits, for the Glory of the 
LoRD in the Proſperity of His Truth in 
the Earth, more than to be glad that 
others ſucceed in ſuch Service. Ariſe ye 
in the Name and Power of the LoRD 
Jesus! Behold how white the Fields 
are unto Harveſt, in this and other Na- 
tions, and how few able and faithful 
Labourers there are to work therein ! 
Your Country-folks, Neighbours and 
Kindred, want to know the LoRD and 
His Truth, and to walk in it. Does 
nothing lie at your Door upon their 
Account? 


Of the People called Quakers. 121 


Account ? Search and ſee, and loſe no 
Time, I beſeech you, for the Lok is 
at hand. 


I do not judge you, there is one that 
judgeth all Men, and His Judgment is 
true. You have mightily increaſed in 
your outward Subſtance : May you 
equally increaſe in your znward Riches, 
and do good with both, while you have 
a Day to do good. Your Enemies would 
once have taken what you had from 
you, for His Name's Sake in whom you 
have believed ; wherefore He has given 
you much of the World, in the Face of 
your Enemies, But O, let it be your 
Servant, and not your Maſter ! Your 
Diverſion rather than your Buſineſs! Let 
the LoRD be chiefly in your Eye, and 
ponder your Ways, and ſee if Gop has 
nothing more for you to do: And if 
you find yourſelves ſhort in your Ac- 
count with Him, then wait for His 
Preparation, and be ready to receive the 
Word of Command, and be not weary of 
well-doing, when you have put your 
Hand to the Plough ; and aſſuredly you 
ſhall reap, if you taint not, the Fruit of 

your 
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your heavenly Labour in Gop's ever- 
laſting Kingdom. | 


And you young convinced Ones, be you 
intreated and exhorted to a diligent and 
chaſte Waiting upon God, in the Way 
of His bleſſed Manifeſtation and Ap- 
pearance of Himſelf to you. Look not 
out but within Let not another's Li- 
berty be your Snare, Neither act by 
Imitation, but Senſe and Feeling of God's 
Power in yourſelves : Cruſh not the 
tender Buddings of it in your Souls, 
nor over-run, in your Deſires and 
Warmneſs of Affections, the holy and 
gentle Motions of it. Remember it is 
a till Voice that ſpeaks to us in this 
Day, and that it 1s not to be heard in 
the Noiſes and Hurries of the Mind; 
but is diſtinctly underſtood in a retired 
Frame. Jxsus loved and choſe Solitudes, 
often going to Mountains, Gardens and 
Seafides, to avoid Crowds and Hurries, 
to ſhew His Diſciples it was good to 
be ſolitary, and fit /oofe to the World. 
Two Enemies lie near your States, Ima- 
gination and Liberty ; but the plain, 


practical, living holy Truth, that has 
convinced 
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convinced you, will preſerve you, if 
you mind it in yourſelves, and bring all 
Thoughts, Inclinations and Affections, 
to the Teſt of it, to ſee if they are 
wrought in Gop, or of the Enemy, or 
of your own ſelves: So will a true 
Taſte, Diſcerning and Judgment, be 
preſerved to you, of what you ſhould 
do and leave undone. And in your Di- 
ligence and Faithfulneſs in this Way, 
you will come to inherit Subſtance, and 
CHRIST, the eternal Wiſdom, will fill 
your Treaſury. And when you are con- 
verted, as well as convinced, then con- 
firm your Brethren; and be ready to 
every good Word and Work, that the 
LoRD ſhall call you to; that you may 
be to His Praiſe, who has choſen you 
to be Partakers, with the Saints in 
Light, of a Kingdom that cannot be 
ſhaken, an Inheritance incorruptible in 
eternal Habitations. 


And now, as for you that are the 
Children of God's People, a great Con- 
cern is upon my Spirit for your Good : 
And often are my Knees bowed tg the GOD 
of your Fathers, for you, that you may 


COINC 
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come to be Partakers of the ſame divine 
Life and Power, that have been the 
Glory of this Day ; that a Generation 
you may be to Gop, an holy Nation, and 
a peculiar People, zealous of good Works, 
when all our Heads are laid in the Duſt, 
O you young Men and Women] let it not 
ſuffice you, that you are the Children 
of the People of the LoR D; you muſt 
alſo be born again, if you will inherit the 
Kingdom of Gop. Your Fathers are but 
ſuch after the Fleſh, and could but beget 
you into the Likeneſs of the ht Adam; 
but you mult be begotten into the Like- 
neſs of the ſecond Adam, by a ſpiritual 
Generation, or you will not, you can- 
not, be of His Children or Off- ſpring. 
And therefore loo carefully about you, O 
ye Children of the Children of Gop ! 
conſider your Standing, and ſee what you 
are in Relation to this divine Kindred, 
Family and Birth! Have you obeyed the 
Light, and received and walked in the 
Spirit, which is the incorruptible Seed 
of the Word and Kingdom of Gon, of 
which you muſt be born again. Gop 
is no Reſpecter of Perſons. The Father 


cannot ſave or anſwer for the Child, or 
the 
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the Child for the Father, but in the Sin 
thou ſinneſt thou thalt die; and in 
the Righteouſneſs thou doſt, through 
CHRIST JEsuUs, thou ſhalt live; for it 
is the Willing and Obedient that (hall eat 
the Good of the Land. Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked; ſuch as all Nations and 
People ſow, ſuch they ſhall reap at the 
Hand of the juſt Goo. And then your 
many and great Privileges, above the 
Children of other People, will add 
Weight in the Scale againſt you, if you 
chuſe not the Way of the Loxp. For 
you have had Line upon Line, and Precept 
upon Precept, and not only good Doctrine, 
but good Example; and which is more, 
you have been turned to, and acquainted 
with, a Principle in yourſelves, which 
others too generally have been ignorant 
of: And you know you may be as good 
as you pleaſe, without the Fear of Frow:s 
and Bows, or being turned out of Doors, 
and forſaken of Father and Mother, for 
God's Sake and His holy Religion, as has 
been the Cale of ſome of your Fathers, 
in the Day they firſt entered 7770 74:5 holy 
Path. And if you, after hearing and ſee- 
ing the Wonders that Gp has wrought 


Vl 
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in the Deliverance and Preſervation of 
them, through a Sea of Troubles, and the 
manifold temporal, as well as ſpiritual 
Bleſſings that He has filled them with, 
in the Sight of their Enemies, ſhould 
neglect and turn your Backs upon / great 
and near a Salvation, you would not only 
be moſt ungrateful Children to Gop and 
them, but muſt expect that Gop will 
call the Children of thoſe that knew him 
uot, to take the Crown out of your Hands, 
and that your Lot will be a dreadful 
Judgment, at the Hand of the Lomp : 
But O that it may never be ſo with any of 
you: The LORD forvzd, faith my Soul. 


Wherefore, O ye young Men and Wo- 
men, look to the Rock of your Fathers : 
There is uo other Gop but him, no other 
Light but His, no other Grace but His, 
nor Spirit but His, to convince you, 
quicken and comfort you; to lead, guide 
and preſerve you to Gop's everlaſting 
Kingdom. So will you be Poſſeſſors as 
well as Profeſſors of the Truth, embracin 
it, not only by Education, but Judgment 
and Conviction ; from a Senſe begotten 


in your Souls, through the Cperation of 
| the 
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the eternal Spirit and Power of God ; 
by which you may come to be the 
Seed of Abraham, through Faith, and 
the Circumciſion not made with Hends, 
and o Heirs of the Promiſe made to 
the Fathers, of an incorruptible Crown. 
That, as I ſaid before, a Generation you 
may be to Gop, holding up the Profeſſion 
of the bleſſed Truth in the Life and 
Power of it. For Formality in Religion 
is nauſeous to Gup and geod Men; and 
the more ſo, where any Form or Ap- 
pearance has been new and peculiar, and 
begun and practiſed, upon a Principle, 
with an uncommon Zeal and Strictneſs. 
Thcrefore I fay for you to fall flat and 
formal, and continue the Profeſſion, 
without chat Salt and Savour by which 
it is come to obtain a good Report amyng 
Men, is not to anſwer Gop's Love, or 
your Parents Care, or the Mind of Truth 
in yourſelves, or in thoſe that are with- 
out : Who, tho' they will not obey the 
Truth, have Sight and Senſe enough to 
ſee if they do, that make a Profeſſion of 
it. For where the divine Virtue of it is 
not felt in the Soul, and waited for, 
and lived in, Imperfections will quickly 

break 
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break out, and ſhew themſelves, and 
detect the Unfaitnſulneſs of ſuch Per- 
ſons; and that their [n/ides are not ſea- 
ſoned with the Nature of that holy 
Principle which they profels. 


Wherefore, dear Children, let me in- 
treat you to ſhut your Eyes at the Tempt- 
ations and Allurements of this low-and 
periſhing World, and not ſuffer your 
Affections to be captivated by thoſe Luſts 
and Vanities that your Fathers, for tie 
Truth's Sake, long fince turned their 
B. (ks upon: But as you believe it to 
be the Truth, receive it into your Hearts, 
tat you may become the Children of 
GOD: So that it may never be ſaid of 
you, as the Evangeliſt writes of the 
Jews in his Tine, That CHRIST, the 
true Light, came to His own, vut His own 
received Him not ; but to as many as re- 
cerved Him, to them He gave Pwer to 
become the Children of GoD, which were 
born, not of Blood, nor of the Will of the 
Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but GOD. 
A inoſt cloſe and compreneniive Paſſage 
to this Occaſion. You exactly and pecu- 
larly anſwer to thoſe profeſſing eros, 

in 
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in that you bear the Name of Gop's 
People, by being the Chiidren, and 
wearing of the For of God's People: 
And He, by His L1g4t in you, may be 
very well ſaid to come to His own, and 
if you obey it not, but turn your Back 
upon it, and walk after the Vanities of 
your Minds, you will be of thoſe that 
received Him not; which I pray Gop 
may never be your Caſe and Judgment. 
But that you may be thoroughly ſenſible 
of the many and great Obligations you 
lie under to the LORD for His Love, 
and to your Parents for their Care: 
And with a your Heart, and all your 
Soul, and all your Strength, turn to the 
LoRD, to His Gift and Spirit in you, 
and hear his Voice and obey it, that you 
may ſeal to the Teſtimony of your Fathers, 
by the Truth and Evidence of your own 
Experience; that your Children's Child- 
ren may G/eſs you, and the Lok D for 
you, as thoſe that delivered a /aithful 
Example, as well as Record of the Truth 
of GoD unto them. So will the grey 
Hairs of your dear Parents, yet alive, 
go down to the Grave with Foy, to ſee 
you the Foſterity of Truth, as well as 

theirs, 
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theirs, and that not only their Nature 
but Spirit ſhall live in you when they 


are gone, 


1 ſhall conclude this Account with a 
few Words to thoſe that are not of our 
Communion, into whoſe Hands this 
may come; eſpecially thoſe of our own 
Nation. 


FRIENDS, as you are the Sons and 
Daughters of Adam, and my Brethren 
after the Fleth, ten and earneſt have 
been my Defires and Prayers to Gop 
on your Echalf, that you may come to 
know your Creator to be your Redeemer 
and Reſtorer to the holy Image, that 
through Sin you have loſt, by the Power 
and Spirit of his Son JESsus CHRIST, 
whom he hath given for the Light and 
Life of the World. And O that you, 
who are called Chritians, would receive 
him into your Hearts ! For there it 1s 
you want Him, and at rat Door he 
ſtands knocking that you might let Him 
in, but you do not open to Him: 
You are full of other Gueſts, ſo that a 
Manger is His Lot among you now, as 

well 
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well as of old. Vet you are fuil of Pro- 
feſſion, as were the Jews when he came 
among them, who knew him not, but 
rejected and evilly entreated him. So that 
it you come not to the Poſſeſſion and 
Experience of what you profeſs, all your 
Formality in Religion will ſtand you in 
no ſtead in the Day of Gop's Judgment. 


I beſeech you ponder with yourſelves 
your eternal Condition, and fee what 
Title, what Ground and Foundation you 
have for your Chriſtianity: If more than 
a Profeſſion, and an hiſtorical Belief of 
the Gofpe/? Have you known the Bap- 
tim of Fire, and the Holy Gbeſt, and the 
Fan of CHRIST that winnows away the 
Chaf in your Minds, the carnal Luſts, 
and Aﬀettions ? That bine Leaven of 
the Kingdom, that, being received, lea- 
vens the whole Lump ot Man, ſanRifyin g 
him throughout 1n Body, Souland Spirit? 
If this be not the Ground of your Con- 
fidence, youu are in a miſerable State. 


You will ſay, perhaps, That though 
you are Sins ers, ard live in diily Com- 


miſſion of Sin, and are not ſanctiſied, as 


I have 
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in CHRIST, who has borne the Curſe for 
you, and in Him you are compleat by 


Faith, His Righteouſneſs being imputed. 


Zo you, 


But, my Friends, let me intreat you 
not to deceive yourſelves, in ſo im- 
portant a Point, as is that of your im- 
mortal Souls. If you have true Faith 
in CHRIST, your Faith will make you 
clean; it will ſanctify you: For the 
Saints Faith was their Victory of old : 
By this they overcame Sin within, and 
finful Man without. And if thou art 
in CHRIST, thou walkeſt not after the 
Fleſh, but after the Spirit, whoſe Fruits 
are manifeſt. Yea, thou art a new Crea- 
ture: New made, new faſhioned, after 
Gop's Will and Mould. Old Things 
are done away, and behold, all Things 
are become new : New Love, Deſires. 
Will, Afections and Practices. It is not 
any longer thou that liveſt; thou diſo- 
bedient, carnal, wordly one; but it 
is CHRIST at liveth in thee; and to 
live is CRIST, and to die is thy eternal 
Gain: Becauſe thou art aſſured, that 


thy 
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thy Corruptible ſhall put on Incor- 
ruption; and thy Mortal, Immortality, 
and that thou haſt a glorious Houſe, 
eternal in the Heavens, that will never 
wax old or paſs away. All this fol- 
lows being in CnRisr, as Heat fol- 
lows Fire, and Light the Sun. 


Therefore have a Care how you pre- 
ſume to rely upon ſuch a Notion, as 
that you are in CHRIST, Hit in your 
old fallen Nature. For what Commu- 
nion hath Light with Darkneſs, or 
CuRisT with Belia“? Hear what the 
beloved Diſciple tells you: 1f we ſay we 
have Fellowſhip with GoD, and walk in 
Darkneſs, we. lie, and de not the Truth. 
That is, if we go on in a ſinful Way, 
are captivated by our carnal Aﬀections, 
and are not converted to Gop, we walk 


in Darkneſs, and cannot poſſibly in that 


State have any Fellowſhip with Gop. 
CHR1sT clothes them with His Righteouſ= 
neſs, that receive His Grace in their 
Hearts, and deny themſelves, and take 
up His Croſs aaily, and follow Him. 
CHRISFT's Righteouſneſs makes Men in- 
wardly holy; of holy Minds, Wills and 

Practices. 
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Practices. It is nevertheleſs CyR15sT's, 
becauſe we have it; for it is ours, not 
by Nature, but by Faith and Adoption - 
It is the Gift of Gop. But ſtill, though 
not ours, as of or from ourſelves, fur in 
that Senſe it is CHRIST's, for it is of 
and from Him; yet it is ours, and muſt 
be ours in Poſſeſſion, Efficacy and Enjoy- 
ment, to do us any Good; or CHRIST's 
Righteouſneſs will profit us nothing. 
It was after this Manner that He was 
made to the primitive Chriftians, Righ- 
teouſneſs, Santtification, Fuſtiſication and 
Redemption; and if ever you will have 
the Comfort, Kernel and Marrow of the 
Chriſtian Religion, thus you muſt come 
to learn and obtain it. 


Now, my Friends, by what you have 
read, you may perceive that Gop has 
viſited a poor People among you with 
this ſaving Knowledge and Teſtimony : 
Whom He has upheld and encreaſed to 
this Day, notwithſtanding the fierce Op- 
poſi tion they have met withal. Deſpiſe 
not the Meanneſs of this Appearance: 
It was, and yet is, wek now, a Day of 
ſmall Things, and of ſmall Account with 


t oO 


Of the People called Quakers. 135 


too many ; and many hard and ill Names 
are given to it: But it is of Gop, it 
came from Him becauſe it leads to Him. 
This we know, but we cannot make 
another to know it, unleſs he will take 
the ſame Way to know it that we took. 
The World talks of Gop, but what 
do they do? They pray for Power, but 
reject the Principle in which it is. If 
you would know Gop, and worſhip and 
ſerve Gop as you ſhould do, you muſt 
come to the Means He has ordained and 
given for that Purpoſe. Some ſeek it in 
Books, ſome in learned Men, but what 
they look for, is in themſelves, though 
not of themſelves, but they overlook it. 
The Voice 1s too ſtill, the Seed too 
ſmall, and the Light ſhineth in Dark- 
neſs; they are abroad, and ſo cannot 
divide the Spoil : But the Woman that 
loſt her Silver, found it at Home, 
after ſhe had lighted her Candle and 
{wept her Houſe. Do you fo too, and 
you ſhall find what Pate wanted to 
know, vis. TRUTH. Truth in the 


inward Parts, fo valuable in the Sight 
of Gop, 


9 The 


136 The Riſe and Progreſs 


The Light of CHRIST within, who 
is the Light of the World, and fo a 
Light to you, that tells you the Truth 
of your Condition, leads all, that take 
Heed unto it, out of Darkneſs into God's 
marvellous Light. For Lightgrows upon 
the Obedient : I zs hn for the Righ- 
teous, and their Way is a ſhining Light, 
that ſhines forth more and more to the 
perfect Day. 


Wherefore, O Friends, turn in, turn 
in, I befeech you: Where is the Poiſon, 
there is the Antidote. There you want 
CuR1sT, and there you mult find Him; 
and, bleſſed be Gop, there you may find 
Him. Seek and you ſhall find, I teſtify 
for Gop. But then you mutt ſeek aright, 
with your w4o/e Heart, as Men that feek 
for their Lives, yea, for their eternal 
Lives : Diligently, humbly, patiently, 
as thoſe that can taſte no Pleaſure, Com- 
fort or Satisfaction in any Thing elle, 
unleſs you find Him whom your Souls 
want to know and love above all. O it 
is a Travail, a ſpiritual Travail! Let 
the carnal, prophane World, think and 
ſay as it will. And through this Path 

you 
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you muſt walk to the City of Gop, 
that has eternal Foundations, if ever 
you will come there. 


Well! and what does this bleſſed 
Light do for you? Why, it, It lets 
all your Sins in order before you : It 
detects the Spirit of this World in all its 
Baits and Allurements, and ſhews how 
Man came to fall from Gop, and the 
fallen State he is in. Secondiy, It begets 
a Senſe and Sorrow, in ſuch as believe 
init, for this fearful Lapſe. You will 
then ſee Him diſtinctly whom you have 
pierced, and all the Blows and Wounds 
you have given Him by your Diſobe- 
dience, and how you have made Him to 
ferve with your Sins ; and you will weep 
and mourn for it, and your Sorrow will 
be a godly Sorrow. Thzrdly, After this 
it will bring you to the holy Watch, to 
take Care that you do ſo no more, and 
that the Enemy ſurprize you not again. 
Then Thoughts, as well as Words and 
Works, will come to Judgment, which 
is the Way of Holineſs, in which the 
Redeemed of the LoR D do walk. Here 
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you will come to love Gop above all, 
and your Neighbours as yourſelves. 
Nothing Hurts, nothing harms, nothing 
makes afraid on this holy Mountain. 
Now you come to be ChRIST's indeed; 
for you are His in Nature and Spirit, 
and not your own. And when you are 
thus CHRIST 's, then CHRIST is yours, 
and not before. And here Communi— 
on with the FATHER and with the Sox 
you will know, and the Efficacy of the 
Blood of Cleanſing, even the Blood of 
Irsus CRIST, that immaculate Lamb, 
which ſpeaks better Things than the 
Blood of Abel; and which cleanſeth 
from all Sin, the Conſciences of thoſe 
that thro' the /ving Faith come to be 
ſprinkled with it from dead Works to 
ferve the living Gon. 


To conclude :- Behold the Teſtimony 
and Doctrine of the People called Qua- 
kers ! Behold their Practice and Diict- 
pline ! And behold the bleſſed Man and 
Men, at leaſt many of them, that were 
ſent of God in this excellent Work and 
Service All which is more particularly 
expreſſed 
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expreſſed in the Annals of that Man of 
Gop : Which I do heartily recommend 
to my Readers moſt ſerious Peruſal; 
and beſeech Almighty Gop, that His 
Blefling may go along with both, to the 
Convincement of many, as yet Strangers 
to this holy Diſpenſation, and allo to the 
Edification of God's Church in general: 
Who for His manifold and repeated 
Mercies and Bleſſings to His People in 
this Day of His great Love, is worthy 
ever to have the G/ory, Honour, Thankſ- 
giving and Renown ; and be it rendered 
and aſcribed, with F ear and Reverence, 
thro' Him in whom He is well pleaſed, 
His beloved Sox and Lams, our Light 
and Life, that fits with Him upon the 
Throne, World without End, Amen. 


Says one that Gop has long ſince mer- 
cifully Favoured with His Fatherly 
Viſitation, and who was not aiſo- 
bedient to the 3 Vifiin and 
Call; to whom the WW y of 7 ruth is 


more lovely and Avent then ever, 


and that knowimg the Beauty and 


Benefit of it above all worldly Trea- 
83 ſures, 
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ſures, bas choſen it for his chiefeſt Toy; 


and therefore recommends it to thy Love 
and Choice, becauſe he is with great Sin- 
cerity and Affection, 


Thy Soul's Friend, 


WILLIAM PENN. 


E. 
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